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Park districts throughout Illinois have learned that Hodges Loizzi knows park
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problems, and understand the special, often highly charged environment in
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FROM THE EDITOR

| was young when | first met
my husband, Jeremy, and at
the time, he wasn't involved
in any sports. After we'd been
dating for a while, he joined
a golf league with some
buddies from work. Eager to
share this new sport, he took
me out to a pristine patch of
grass in my parents' yard (|
mentioned | was young,
right?). He carefully selected
a club for me. Patiently, he
explained all the fundamentals of the game.

With the late-summer sun setting in the distance, we worked
on getting my feet shoulder-width apart. My body weight (less
of it then than there is now) was evenly distributed. | had a
relaxed interlocking grip. | aligned my body to be square with
my target, which was an open field far from the neighbors'
windows. With bent knees and squared shoulders, | kept my
eye on the ball and drew back the club for my first swing.
SWOOSH. | searched the sky for the arching trajectory, curious
to see the inaugural launch of my Titleist ball.

“| didn't see it land. Did you?” | asked him.

Jeremy stood silently for a moment. | understand that golf is a
quiet game, but we were in my parents' backyard, not on some
elite private course. That's when | noticed him staring intently
at my feet where the ball remained unmoved.

With the patience and enthusiasm of a kindergarten teacher,
Jeremy repeated all the steps in preparation for my second
swing. And my third. After double-digit swings and no success
in launching the ball, he finally sighed and put the club back in
the bag. What felt like a long time passed before he finally
said, “Maybe you can drive the cart.”

His visions of co-ed golf leagues and color-coordinated
sportswear (well, that second part was more my vision — have
you seen those cute skirts the ladies in the LPGA wear?) were
dashed that day.

Fast forward 15 years or so. We're married and have a
beautiful daughter, Addison. For her first birthday, we bought
her a colorful set of kids' golf clubs from the toy store. On the
surface, it was a funny and playful homage to her dad's favorite
sport. But on a deeper level, there was — and still is — an
earnest hopefulness that someday they'll share the passion,
enthusiasm and love for this sport that has brought him so
much satisfaction each summer.

Jeremy will buy Addison her own clubs when she's old enough
— the real, expensive kind, not the plastic ones. He'll take her
out to one of the Springfield Park District's beautiful courses
where they'll align her feet and square her shoulders. Maybe
she'll make contact on her first swing and launch the ball onto
the fairway. Or maybe not. Hit or miss, though, I'll be there
driving the cart.

Best regards,
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YOUR YOUTH
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E PROGRAMS?

More and more recreation d
“outsourcing” youth sports to o
volunteers with little or no league adminis

Association (NYSAA) provides ¢
training and benefits includfng i
volunteers. It's all about keeping sports pos
safe and fun for the kids!

1-800

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

:"

PARK DISTRICY
CONSERVATION

The lllinois Association of Park Districts and lllinois Park and
Recreation Association are seeking volunteers for Park District
Conservation Day at the lllinois State Fair - Saturday, August 18.
This event is one of the largest outdoor public awareness events
for park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation and
special recreation agencies.

Volunteers receive free parking and free admission to the Illinois
State Fair on Saturday, August 18. If you are interested in
volunteering, register online or download a registration form at
www.lLparks.org. Click on “Calendar of Events" on the left, scroll
down to August and click on “Park District Conservation Day."
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GET ,ON BOARD

Making Connections

Peter M. Murphy
IAPD President and CEO

| recently had the opportunity to attend the National And so, | have the following recommendations:

Recreation and Park Association's Legislative Forum in

Washington, D.C. This is always a great opportunity to talk « Tell your story in 2012. Set up a tour of your facilities and
with members of the lllinois congressional delegation and parks for lawmakers and members of the media. The
their staff and undoubtedly a worthwhile commitment of Joliet Park District has done this with great success. Also,
time and energy. What became increasingly clear as we met make sure that your legislators receive the agency's

with a number of legislative staff was that unless that staff seasonal brochures and include them on your VIP
member had an actual working knowledge of the park community leader mailing list.

district's operation within the congressional district, there
was a disconnect with their ability to understand both the
scope and need of the request to fund not only the Land and
Water Conservation stateside assistance portion of LWCF,
but also the very importance of trail connectivity as had -
been provided through the Transportation Bill over the past Connectlwty IS the

number of years. key to success.

When making a request for assistance, you must ensure the
individual you are talking to has a thorough understanding
of the issues that affect park districts, forest preserves and
recreation agencies.

« Extend invitations to your legislators to take part in

| would urge you to invite not only your local state anniversary celebrations, dedications, community
representatives and state senator for a tour of your park festivals, parades, Arbor Day tree plantings, Earth Day
areas, but also your congressman and a member of their events and other noteworthy events at your agency. Many
staff so that they can see and experience the value of park times legislators will not be able to attend because of their
districts, forest preserves and conservation districts in the busy schedule, but know that they appreciate you

state of lllinois. extending the invitation to them, and if they are available,

particularly in an election year, they will want to attend.
It is crucial to tell your story and highlight the tremendous

services your agency provides to its community. Too often, » Agency anniversaries are a wonderful way to convey the
boards and executive staff forget or fail to share the good value of your agency to the public and members of the
news. Telling your story is critically important to the success General Assembly and Congress. The Park District of Oak
of your agency and to the perception of your agency by Park recently celebrated its 100" anniversary and, indeed,
members of the community, policymakers and lawmakers. 100 years of providing services to a community is a

testament to the stability and quality of the park district
system in lllinois.

6 Illinois Parks & Recreation www.ipraonline.com



* It's also important to invite your legislators to activities being
sponsored by the lllinois Association of Park Districts. This
includes the Legislative Reception, which takes place in the
spring of every year, and the Legislative Golf Outing, which will
be held on July 18" in Bensenville.

« Create a forum for discussion or a legislative breakfast for
legislators running for office in your area. This year, 13
legislative breakfasts took place throughout the state. They
were filled with commissioners and professionals, as well as
lawmakers, gaining a better understanding of what's being
offered and what the issues are that impact parks, recreation
and conservation in the state.

* Keep your legislator aware of issues that are unique to your
district. If your agency is planning projects that need funding
from the state of Illinois, host your legislator and take them to
the site and show them exactly what is in your vision.

« Keep your legislator apprised of legislation by tracking it on
the IAPD website at www.lLparks.org and remember, as well,
that it's important to support your legislators at election time.

» While lllinoisans deal with the highest gas prices in recent
memory and vacations have become cost-prohibitive for many
families, more lllinois citizens will use their local parks and
trails. As a consequence, the value of lllinois park districts,
forest preserves and conservation districts has never been
higher. Make sure your district is a good advertisement for
parks, recreation and conservation. If your legislators believe
that their local parks merit support, they will support local and
statewide park issues and initiatives.

| am convinced that connectivity is the key to success, and |
encourage your agency to embrace the exciting opportunity to
make its services, facilities and parks well known to members
of the lllinois General Assembly and to members of the lllinois
Congressional delegation.

Medicaid accounts for a substantial portion
of the state's budget, and the best way to
reduce these bills and other health care
costs is by promoting health and wellness.
In conjunction with this effort, the IAPD has
unveiled Healthy Lifestyles, a new online
-  resource that provides useful articles, links
and tips about health, fitness and nutrition. As
park, recreation and conservation agencies step up
to lead the fight against obesity and to encourage healthy living
throughout lllinois, we encourage you to pull information from

e\
“SHT 10 you BY ™

2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April-May
Flying 4 Kids
Statewide Kite Fly

May 1
Parks Day at the Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield

May 1
Legislative Reception
Illini Country Club, Springfield

May 2
Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza, Springfield

May 21

Summer Golf Tour Event #1
Kane County Forest Preserve's
Settler's Hill Golf Course,
Batavia

June 4

Summer Golf Tour Event #2
Wheaton Park District's
Arrowhead Golf Club

June 6

Good Governance Workshop
Schaumburg Park District's Golf
Club, Schaumburg

June 9
Good Governance Workshop
Joliet Junior College, Joliet

June 13

Good Governance Workshop
Heartland Community College,
Normal

June 20

Good Governance Workshop
Moraine Valley Community
College, Palos Hills

June 23
Good Governance Workshop
Rend Lake College, Ina

June 27

Good Governance Workshop
Lewis & Clark Community
College, Edwardsville

July 11

Solving “Board Games" —
Building an Effective Board
Buffalo Grove Park District

July 19

Legislative Golf Outing
Bensenville Park District's
White Pines Golf Course

August 18

Park District
Conservation Day
Illinois State Fairgrounds

August 27

Summer Golf Tour Event #3
Zion Park District's Shepherd's
Crook Golf Course

September 17

Summer Golf Tour Event #4
Oswegoland Park District's Fox
Bend Golf Course

September 28

IAPD Best of the Best
Awards Gala

Chevy Chase Country Club,
Wheeling Park District

October 11

Legal Symposium
Hamburger University, Oak
Brook

October 16-18
NRPA Congress & Exposition
Anaheim, California

January 24-26, 2013
IAPD/IPRA Conference

Hyatt Regency Chicago

For the most up-to-date Calendar

of Events, please visit the IAPD
website at www.ILparks.org.

Healthy Lifestyles — At the Click of a Button

Healthy Lifestyles to supplement health and wellness classes,
use as filler in program brochures or post throughout your

facilities.

In addition, you can add a Healthy Lifestyles section to your
agency's website or Facebook page. Go to ILparks.org, copy the
Healthy Lifestyles graphic, paste it to your agency's Facebook
page or website and link it to ILparks.org to give your residents
easy access to healthful tips to combat obesity and get fit. If
you have information applicable to Healthy Lifestyles, please
share it with us at editorialdept@ilparks.org. We'll be happy to
add it to our growing library of information.

www.lLparks.org May/June 2012



EYE ON THE PROFESSION

A CLOSER LOOK AT TRENDS AND ISSUES IN THE PARK AND RECREATION PROFESSION

IPRA Membership Survey 2011 -

Jan R. Arnold
Executive Director, IPRA

The Results

Members Are Our Business

IPRA worked with the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign's
Office of Recreation and Park Resources (ORPR) to conduct a
member satisfaction survey in December 2011. The results are in,
and Jarrod Scheunemann, ChungSup Lee, Robin Hall and Laura
Payne, PhD from ORPR have written a summary report for your
review.

Why Conduct a Membership Survey?

The mission of the Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA) is
to develop professionals to advance communities by providing the
best parks, recreation and conservation resources and services. In the
fall of 2011, IPRA collaborated with the Office of Recreation and
Park Resources (ORPR) at the University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC) in an effort to help broaden the resources
available to educate IPRA's members. The goal of the project was to
create several white paper reports that provide IPRA members with
useful information and potential solutions to specific trends and
issues in the lllinois park and recreation field. In order to achieve this
goal, IPRA conducted a membership survey to give all its members
an opportunity to provide input into the present and future direction
of their association. A secondary purpose of the survey was to collect
information that would assist the IPRA Board of Directors and staff in
decisions regarding association structure and the allocation of
resources. Additionally, offering the survey two years after IPRA's
2009 membership survey allowed for better comparative analysis
than the previous 13-year gap between surveys, and enabled the
voice of IPRA members to be heard more frequently. This article, the
first in a two-part series on the membership survey, will focus on the
results. The second article, which will be available in the next issue
of IP&R magazine, will feature a co-written directional response to
the survey results from the IPRA Board of Directors and staff.

At initial staff meetings, IPRA and ORPR decided to host a series of
seven inclusive, statewide focus groups which invited practitioners to
direct and augment the questions proposed for the IPRA member
survey. These regional focus groups were conducted during the fall of
2011 by ORPR staff who met with 57 practitioners representing 53
agencies, 21 professions and 7 regions of Illinois (South, Central,
Northwest, South Suburban, the Western Collar Counties, Northern
Cook & Lake Counties, and Central Cook and DuPage Counties).

The survey, as designed in partnership with these groups, had five
main objectives: (1) to elaborate on the prevalent trends and issues
identified by IPRA members in the focus groups and to identify how
practitioners would prefer to be educated in these areas; (2) to
distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of the association; (3) to
identify what IPRA services were most utilized; (4) to better
understand member satisfaction; and (5) to solicit general input and
suggestions for improving the association.

8 Illinois Parks & Recreation

Building on the framework of the 2009 IPRA membership survey,
additional questions were formulated from the results of the seven
regional focus groups. The 2011 questionnaire consisted of 32
questions. IPRA professional members were contacted via email on
December 5" to announce the forthcoming survey and were
encouraged to participate. An email was sent on December 7" to
deliver the online survey to each of IPRA's 2,140 professional
members. Two follow-up emails were sent to non-respondents to
increase participation until the survey closed on December 15th. A
total of 960 surveys were completed for a response rate of 45
percent.

Members Are

Our Business

Key Survey Results

Survey responses have been beneficial in guiding the association's
direction and valuable to IPRA in confirming what staff and board
members have heard from practitioners in the park and recreation field
of Illinois. The information below outlines the membership survey
participant responses to the key questions of the survey.

What IPRA membership survey respondents value most about
IPRA:

Top five most used IPRA services:
1. Annual conference
2. Education workshops/seminars
3. Job announcements
4. Website
5. Magazine

Top five most important services offered by IPRA:
1. Annual conference
2. Education workshops/seminars
3. Certification
4. Job announcements
5. Networking opportunities

www.ipraonline.com



Top five most important reasons for joining IPRA:
1. Developing professional contacts; meeting others in the field
2. Continuing education through workshops and seminars
3. Showing support of the profession
4. Building a reputation/credentials in the field
5. (Tie) Keeping informed through the association publications:
IP&R magazine, e-newsletter, website, etc.
5. (Tie) Employers pay the dues

Top benefits of serving in IPRA:
1. Networking
2. Professional growth

Participants were asked to rate their level of satisfaction in the
following categories. The highest percentages of responses are
shown below:
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W Dissatisfied
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What Were Some of the Concerns and Issues of Survey
Participants?

The top five most important current trends and issues faced by
IPRA survey participants were:

1. Lower staff morale and burnout

2. Americans with Disabilities Act compliance

3. Public perception of public/municipal employees

4. Economic downturn: participants have limited money for

recreation and leisure
5. Inter-departmental relationships and communication

The top five activities and services that are supported/offered by
survey participants' primary section that “need some
improvement” are:

1. Workshops/seminars

2. Resource information (surveys, etc.)

3. Information regarding section activities

4. Opportunity for involvement

5. Newsletters

What new benefits and services should IPRA develop to make
your membership more valuable?

Just over 20 percent of survey participants (196 participants) responded
to this question. Responses provided 12 single-spaced pages of thoughtful
ideas, including ideas on how IPRA can improve workshops, the annual
conference and overall education. There were requests for help with trends
and issues identified above, social media, and web technology; some
respondents described issues regarding IPRA meeting, committee and
workshop accessibility.

More than 73% of survey respondents stated that they have not
served on an IPRA committee, board, or section board within the
past three years. Listed below are the top five reasons participants
gave for not serving.

The top five reasons for not serving in IPRA are:

. Lack of time

. Never been asked

. Travel cost to attend meetings

. Do not have the desire to serve

. Do not feel | know enough about the organization to
get involved

g wWwN =

Conclusion:

Several important impressions can be drawn from the results of the
2011 IPRA membership survey. First, IPRA membership survey
respondents were satisfied with the work of IPRA as a whole.
Second, networking, the annual conference and educational
opportunities were very important components of IPRA to
participants. Third, judging by the time spent on written
comments, participants showed they believe their opinions are
valued and that they are passionate about their field and their
organization. Fourth, it should be noted that volunteering to serve
for IPRA boards, committees and sections is down by 18% in the
last 15 years. Lastly, participants provided many good ideas, from
ways to improve conference and workshops to requesting help with
various areas of concern.

Many thanks to those who were willing to take the time to
participate in the focus groups and complete the membership
survey. The contributions gave great insight into what action steps
IPRA should take. The next article in this two-part series will
highlight how IPRA will use the results in the development of
services and in determining what type of resources to provide. Be
on the lookout in the coming months for white paper reports from
the Office of Recreation and Park Resources targeting the specific
trends and issues highlighted by survey respondents.

One of the areas identified as an opportunity to improve was
courses offered at the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights
conference. Based on over 1,000 survey respondents, it appears
that the course selection and presenters this year added to the
improvement that our members were seeking. Overall conference
experience rating of either 'extremely satisfied' or 'very satisfied'
combined increased from 62% in 2011 to 67% in 2012.

IPRA continues to look at ways to help our members
Learn.Connect.Inspire.

Thanks again to the staff of ORPR and to each of our members for
your involvement!

- Jan R. Arnold, Executive Director, IPRA

For a complete list of
ILLINOI IPRA's educational
I r offerings, visit ILipra.com
and choose Educational
Calendar under the
Education tab.

PARK & RECREATION ASSOCIATION
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STATEHOUSE INSIDER

ISSUES & INSIGHTS FROM THE LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE SCENE

Remind Lawmakers That Park and

Recreation Agencies Save Money
and Generate Revenue

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

For several years now, the State's budget problems have dominated
discussions at the Capitol. Proposed cuts to human services and health
care and threatened closures of correctional and mental health facilities
are in the headlines almost daily. We heard similar discouraging news
from the federal government during the recent National Legislative
Forum in Washington D.C.

Cuts to core services and health care are difficult, so lawmakers will be
looking at every option to prevent or reduce these cuts. Accordingly, it is
critical to remind lawmakers that it would be shortsighted to curb
investments in parks, recreation and conservation during these tough
budget times because those investments are helping to solve the very
budget problems with which lawmakers are struggling.

Indeed, Illinois' park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation
and special recreation agencies do far more than just provide fun places
for leisure activities. While your agency certainly improves the quality of
life within its community, it also saves state and federal government tax
dollars for health and human services while generating additional tax
revenue for their budgets through job creation and tourism promotion.

Here are some of the messages that IAPD needs you to help deliver to
legislators so that they understand just how critical local park and
recreation agencies are to solving their budget challenges.

MEDICAID AND RISING HEALTH CARE COSTS

The economic cost of treating our society's health care problems is
staggering. This fiscal year, the State will spend roughly $15 billion on
Medicaid funding. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), obesity alone costs our country as much as $147
billion in increased medical expenses every year. In other words,
healthier societies are not just happier, they are less costly for families,
businesses, the health insurance industry and the government.

Those in the park and recreation field recognize that the best way to
reduce Medicaid and other health care costs is through prevention,
starting with daily exercise. There are plenty of facts and figures to
support this proposition. IAPD is cataloging many of them on its new
Healthy Lifestyles section of the website, and others are available
through resources such as the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

10 Illinois Parks & Recreation

These studies also help highlight the significant role that park and
recreation agencies play in solving the national health crisis. For
instance, one study demonstrates that children who live in greener
environments weigh less than children who live in less green areas.’
Another has found that children who have easy access to playgrounds
are approximately five times more likely to have a healthy weight than
children who do not.”

In other words, communities must have easy access to recreational
facilities in order to improve health and wellness and save money.
Illinois' park and recreation agencies not only provide these facilities,
but they offer thousands of programs to promote healthier lifestyles and
avoid expensive medical costs. If we are to control health care costs
that are causing budget problems, it is critical that we continue to
invest in parks, recreation and conservation.

There may be no better message for park and recreation agencies to
deliver to legislators at this time, so make sure you are making this a
part of your agency's story.

STATE FACILITY CLOSURES & THE COST OF CRIME

The State's prisons and youth detention centers are expensive to
maintain and closures are planned. After school and summer school
programs like those offered by park and recreation agencies reduce
crime, which, in turn, reduces the demand for costly correctional
facilities. Crime prevention is also a cheaper solution than fighting crime
by hiring more law enforcement, prosecutors and judges.

Park districts are a main provider of these programs and reduce the
demand for costly correctional facilities. Make this connection for
legislators and local leaders within your communities who struggle with
the cost of public safety.

HIGH GAS PRICES

Fuel prices continue to thwart our full economic recovery. Lowering
demand is one way to lower price. One study has found that a single
mile of urban trail can save up to 6,000 gallons of fuel consumption
annually by providing alternative modes of transportation.’ Road and
bridge maintenance are also much more expensive for the government
to maintain than trails.

Park and recreation agencies maintain mile upon mile of trails, but

federal and state governments should be investing more in these
resources — not less — during tight budget times.

www.ipraonline.com



WATER QUALITY

The Environmental Protection Agency has estimated the cost of
providing safe drinking water to be $140 billion over the next 20
years.® An effective way to ensure the long-term protection of water
supplies is through the preservation of open space.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

Flooding has cost Illinois almost $1.25 billion in property damage and
more than $550 million in crop damage over the past 20 years.” Worse
yet, 27 people lost their lives due to flooding during that time. Open
space conservation is a cost-effective remedy to preserve the
environment and to mitigate flooding. Park, recreation and conservation
agencies maintain hundreds of thousands of acres of open space.

AIR QUALITY

U.S. urban park trees alone remove an estimated 75,000 tons of air
pollutants annually. This translates into an economic benefit of $500
million every year.® Without our local park and conservation agencies,
there would be many fewer trees from which to reap these benefits.

DECLINING PROPERTY VALUE

Home mortgage foreclosure is not the only negative consequence of the
housing crisis. Homeowners throughout our state have seen the values
of their homes decline. Park and recreation facilities can help reverse
this trend. In fact, one study has found that parks can increase
property values by up to 20 percent.’

TELL YOUR STORY NOW AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
Park and recreation advocates are fortunate to have the opportunity to
deliver positive messages during tough economic times when many
have reason to be pessimistic. Lawmakers who face the daunting task
of finding ways to balance their budgets through difficult cuts in core
service areas will likely welcome suggestions for positive solutions to
those budget problems.

Now is the time to make sure our leaders recognize that the benefits of
Illinois park, recreation and conservation agencies reach far beyond
leisure opportunities and are helping to mitigate some of the state's
budget costs and generating additional budget revenue through job
creation and tourism promotion.

' Bell, J., Wilson J. Liu, G. 2008. Neighborhood Greenness and 2 Year Changes in
Body Mass Index of Children & Youth. American Journal of Preventative Medicine.
35(6): 547-553.

*Potwarka, L.R., Kaczynski A.T. & Flack A.L. 2008 Places to Play: Association of Park
Space and Facilities with Health Weight Status among Children. Journal of
Community Health. 33(5): 344-350.

*See Miami-Dade County Trail Benefits Study: Ludlam Trail Case Study

“See lllinois State Land Conservation Funding Study by the Illinois Environmental
Council Education Fund in partnership with the Nature Conservancy and The Trust for
Public Land. March 2007

°See Hazards and Vulnerability Research Institute at
http://webra.cas.sc.edu/hvri/products/sheldus.aspx

°*Nowak, D. Heisler, G. 2010. Air Quality Effects of Urban Trees and Parks. National
Recreation and Park Association.

"Harnick, P, Welle, B. & Leenan, L. 2009. Measuring the Economic Value of a Park
System. The Trust for Public Lands.

Referenda results are available online at ILparks.org under

Public Policy/Advocacy Resources/Referendum Results

CPI Rate for 2012 Extensions is 3.0%

The IAPD has received many inquiries regarding what
Consumer Price Index (CPI) “cost of living” or inflation
percentage to use in computing the 2012 extensions (taxes
payable in 2013) under PTELL.

Section 18-185 of the Property Tax Code defines CPI as “the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for all items
published by the United States Department of Labor.” This
index is sometimes referred to as CPI-U. Section 18-185
defines “extension limitation” as “the lesser of 5% or the
percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index during the
12-month calendar year preceding the levy year” (emphasis
added).

For 2012 extensions (taxes payable in 2013), the CPI to be
used for computing the extension limitation is 3.0%. The CPI
is measured from December 2010 to December 2011. The
U.S. City Average CPI for December 2010 was 219.179 and
225.672 for December 2011. The CPI change is calculated
by subtracting the 2010 CPI of 219.179 from the 2011 CPI
of 225.672. That amount, 6.49, is then divided by the 2010
CPI of 219.179, which results in 3.0% CPI.

Information on PTELL may be accessed through the Illinois
Department of Revenue's website at www.tax.illinois.gov
under the category of “Property Tax,” then look for the
“Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (PTELL)” option.

Tllinois Department of Revenue History of CPIs Used for the PTELL

Year December | % Change From Y Use for Levy Year Year
CPI-U Previous D ecember PTELL Taxes Paid

1989 126.1 - - - -
190 1338 f.l 54 (3 Max) 1451 19492
19941 13748 ER| i1 14942 1953
1992 1419 29 29 1993 1994
1993 1458 2.7 27 (5% for Cock) 1994 1995
Taed 1487 2 7 1995 1496
195 1835 2.5 P 1996 1497
14946 15386 33 i3 149497 T49H
1997 1613 L7 L7 1998 1999
1998 1639 LG L& 1999 2000
1999 1683 2.7 27 2000 2001
il VIV e A 34 14 patil] 2002
M 17RT 1.6 1.6 02 2003
bl D b 2.4 24 2003 2004
2003 1843 L9 L9 2004 2005
2004 1903 3.3 33 2005 2006
2005 1968 34 34 2006 2007
M Z01H 2.5 P 2007 20405
HMT O 2136 4.08 41 paliiny 2004
MK 210228 i1 01 209 2004
2000 215949 2.7 27 010 2011
2010 219179 L5 15 2011 2012
M1 225672 3.0 i Nz 2413
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BY CHUCK SZOKE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CHANNAHON PARK DISTRICT

EVEN ON THE SUNNIEST OF DAYS, DARK CLOUDS CONTINUE TO HOVER OVER THE GOLF
BUSINESS. ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION (NGF), THE NUMBER OF
GOLFERS IN THE U.S. FELL FROM A HIGH OF MORE THAN 30 MILLION IN 2003 TO BARELY
26 MILLION IN 2010. THE NGF REPORTS THAT WHILE THERE WERE 1.5 MILLION FIRST-
TIME GOLFERS AND ANOTHER 2.1 MILLION PLAYERS WHO RETURNED TO THE GAME IN
2010, THOSE GAINS WERE OFFSET BY MORE THAN 4.5 MILLION GOLFERS WHO LEFT THE

GAME THAT YEAR — A NET LOSS OF ALMOST A MILLION PLAYERS.
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Golf is a fun game that can be played throughout one's lifetime; it
instills strong values, gets people outside to recreate and can
generate significant net revenues for our agencies.

Rounds played fell nationwide by 2.3% in 2010 compared to 2009.
Among those who were surveyed by NGF and reported a barrier to
playing more golf, time was by far the number one response.

Golf is a fun game that can be played throughout one's lifetime; it
instills strong values, gets people outside to recreate and can
generate significant net revenues for our agencies. So how can public
golf courses restore golf to its former popular and profitable status?

One way is to introduce and then provide additional opportunities for
youth golfers. Agencies without a golf facility can work in partnership
with a neighboring public agency course or a privately owned facility.

At the Channahon Park District's Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club,
staff program a number of youth-oriented golf opportunities.

SNAG® Golf

In 2012, Heritage Bluffs and Channahon Park District staff will
collaborate to offer a Starting New at Golf (SNAG®) program.
SNAG® introduces youth to golf using equipment and lessons
developed to make learning the basics of the sport easy and fun. The
program will be targeted to first-time golfers ages 5 to 8 years old.

The equipment allows for a full range of golf shots, from driving to
putting. Only two clubs are used: the “Launcher” and the “Roller”.
New golfers learn the concepts of holding and swinging the club. A
SNAG® golf program does not require a golf course, so the program
is available for any park and recreation agency.

In addition to youth, SNAG® markets their learn-to-golf programs to
seniors and the disabled who wish to take up the game for the first
time.

Sticks for Kids

The National Recreation and Park Association and the Golf Course
Builders Association of America Foundation offer grants to park and
recreation agencies to participate in Sticks for Kids. Free golf
equipment and lesson plans are used to introduce and foster interest
in the game among youth. The availability of free rental equipment,
sized for youth golfers, removes the majority of the expense barrier to
get started in the game.

U.S. Kids Golf Foundation

With the assistance of the U.S. Kids Golf Foundation, Heritage Bluffs
established a kids course. Markers on the cart path direct golfers to
tee locations in the fairway that allow for play at an appropriate
distance. A kids course scorecard was also developed. Kids Course
tee markers are set flush in the ground, so they do not impact play or
course maintenance.

While the back tees at Heritage Bluffs create a 7,171 yard challenge,
the Kids Course length is 2,252 yards from the Green tees, and
3,720 yards from the Yellow tees. The course is recommended for
beginning players up to age 14.

U.S. Kids Golf Foundation has a proprietary line of golf equipment
developed for youth available for resale and sponsors a tournament
schedule.

The Foundation also works with the PGA to create a PGA Family
Course Program. The initiative is under the PlayGolfAmerica program,
which was developed and is supported by the PGA, PGA Tour, LPGA,
and USGA. PlayGolfAmerica has several other youth and family golf
initiatives available at www.PlayGolfAmerica.com.
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Junior High School PE Unit

Each fall, 8" grade students from Channahon Junior High School
participate in a physical education unit at the course. School buses
transport the kids to the course for three hours of instruction over a two-
week period by Heritage Bluffs professional staff and volunteers.

The students are divided into stations at the practice range, putting
green and chipping/bunker green, and they rotate to each location. The
unit concludes with a three-hole game using the greens in the practice
range fairway. For the majority of the kids, it is their first exposure to
golf at a golf course.

An annual grant from the People for Channahon Parks Foundation
offsets the staff expense to conduct the program.

Get into Golf

Kids 16 and under playing with a paying adult play for free any day
after 5:30 p.m. A free warm-up pail of practice balls is also included. In
2011, more than 300 youth took advantage of the opportunity to get on
the course and play with a parent or older sibling at no cost.

Junior Golf Program

A Junior Golf instructional program for kids ages 7 to 14 meets in six-
week sessions through the season. Instruction by Heritage Bluffs staff
and volunteers includes the proper swing, chipping, putting, scoring and
general on-course etiquette. All Junior Golf participants receive a
discount on practice range balls all season and a golf cap.

Junior Golf League

Junior Golf participants can 'graduate' to a Junior Golf League
programmed at Heritage Bluffs, for players 13 to 18 years old. The
competitive league has participants play nine holes each week on
Monday afternoon through the summer. A two-player team scramble
event and post-match cookout, where each player can bring a guest as
their partner, culminates the season.

14 Jllinois Parks & Recreation

High School Golf Teams

Heritage Bluffs serves as the home course for the Minooka High
School Girls and Boys Golf teams. In addition to scheduled practices
and matches, team members receive discounts on green fees and
practice balls throughout the year. The teams play some 500 practice
and match rounds annually and hit more than 600 pails of practice
balls.

Hosting the golf teams includes the benefit of exposing Heritage
Bluffs to other high school golfers — and their parents — as they
compete in the matches and often come out for a practice round
before a Conference or Regional match.

The First Tee

In addition to the programs in place at Heritage Bluffs, several lllinois
communities participate in the First Tee Program, a World Golf
Foundation initiative. The First Tee seeks to use golf and character
education principles to provide youth of all backgrounds with lifelong
values of sportsmanship, honesty and integrity.

Will the next generation of golfers be enough to build the future of the
game, as the huge bubble represented by the Baby Boomer
generation eventually retires from playing? By developing and
expanding golf opportunities for youth and young adults, park and
recreation agencies can play critically important roles in building and
strengthening the game for decades to come.

www.ipraonline.com
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CARVED FROM .

Quarries

BY DAN MARTIN AND HELENE BERLIN

The US landscape is pockmarked with quarries that are abandoned or
being slow-walked to eventual closure. The re-use potential, especially
parks and recreational re-use, of quarries can be extraordinary. The
Lake County Forest Preserve District redeveloped a quarry into its
Independence Grove facility — one of its most popular. West of that
facility in Crystal Lake, quarries near downtown have been converted
into a series of fishing and recreational lakes. Parcels around those lakes

are now being used for various real estate developments.



Quarries start out on the edge of town but often are
subsumed by urban or suburban sprawl, and they can end
up being prime locations. Across lllinais, this is case. Many
Illinois rivers have quarries nearby as stone, sand and
gravel are easily and cheaply shipped by water. Follow the
I&M canal on a Google map from Lemont to LaSalle,
Illinois. You'll be surprised by the multitude of quarries
along the Des Plaines, Fox and lllinois Rivers. In the core of
metro Chicago, there are quarries with potential for re-use
visible along I-55, the Stevenson (the late John Husar of
the Tribune envisioned these as an urban fishing oasis).
There are quarries along I-88 in
Aurora and North Aurora, one
on First Avenue, Riverside, just
south of the Brookfield Zoo, and
the most famous is the one that
|-294 passes through in East
Hazelcrest.

From apartment complexes in
Boston, X-games-type venues
near Hartford, shopping centers
in New York, cinema complexes
in Chicago, and zoos, sunken
gardens and theme parks in San
Antonio, to waterparks in
California, quarries are being profitably re-used across the
land.

But golf? Why not? By the 1980s, a number of abandoned
quarries were being converted into demanding and
beautiful golf courses. There may be engineering challenges
to reconstructing a quarry into a golf course in a
Midwestern landscape of prairie courses, but the special
characteristics of a quarry can become distinctive features
for a golf course.

Quarry terrains are unlike those of woods and fields. There
may be some very attractive features like high quarry walls,
rock outcroppings, cliffs, streams and deep-water lakes,
shots over gorges, fossils visible in the quarry walls and
even “Industrial fossils” — large remnants of mining
equipment — which can be incorporated into the course
design.

Here are successful examples, including one in lllinois, to
consider:

In Channahon, lllinois, about 50 miles southwest of
Chicago, Heritage Bluffs, a 166-acre public golf course that
opened in 1993, sits on an old sand and gravel quarry. The

Channahon Park District purchased the site with specific
plans to turn the quarry into a golf course and to design it
naturally, retaining the site's woods, wetlands and mined
areas. With the quarry terrain, the course's scenic views are
unlike most Chicago-area golf courses.

The course designer fit the course to the site's natural
characteristics, instead of forcing a design on the site. The
build-out of the course was done responsibly from an
environmental viewpoint: Clay from the site was used to
line the lakes, and the site's black dirt became topsoil for
the golf course. The spoil piles
were left largely intact for use
in defining and separating
fairways and to minimize soil
erosion.

Granite Links Golf Club,
Quincy, Massachusetts, is just
seven miles from downtown
Boston. As construction began
on Boston's famous/infamous
“Big Dig" — putting the city's
central expressway
underground — some of the
former quarries were filled
with excavated soil and reshaped into the Granite Links
Golf Club. The 250-acre semi-private course took 15 years
and $130 million to develop, and used approximately
1,000 truckloads of Big Dig soil. Granite Hills offers great
views of the Boston, Boston Harbor and the Blue Hills
(nature) Reservation.

The Bay Harbor Golf Club, Bay Harbor, Michigan, is located
about 65 miles northeast of Traverse City in a large resort
that stretches along five miles of Lake Michigan frontage.
Bay Harbor Golf Club, a semi-private club, was built on the
site of a former limestone quarry and cement factory at the
former industrial site.

Since it opened in 2009, the quarry has been considered
the most challenging and is the most photographed of the
Bay Harbor's three courses. Holes 5 through 9 feature
gorges of 40 feet, a 50-foot-high stone cliff, a waterfall and
natural ponds. Hole 7 features a tee shot over a 60-foot-
wide gorge. Golfers finish the final holes along the Lake
Michigan shore, where the first holes are located.

The Quarry at Giants Ridge, Biwabik, Minnesota, is part of
a two-course (the Quarry and the Legend) club in the
northern forests of Minnesota near the Chippewa and



Superior National Forests. The 18-hole Quarry course sits on land
that was once rock quarries and sand and gravel mining operations.
A good number of deep sand-filled bunker hazards are incorporated in
this course, which also features wetlands, forests and some
dramatically elevated tees. The 7,000-yard course opened in 2003,
six years after Giants Ridge opened the Legend course.

Rock Hollow Golf Club is putting Peru, Indiana, on the map. Opened
in 1996, the golf club was created on 300 acres of a mined-out
gravel quarry. Located about 70 miles southwest of Fort Wayne, the
course makes full use of its natural advantages including mature
trees, eye-catching rock formations and wetlands. Golfers play on a
variety of elevations, some as much as 60 feet below ground. The
terrain is unusual for normally flat north central Indiana. One
noteworthy hole, No. 2, has a large water hazard, a large fairway
bunker and a two-tiered green at the finish.

Built in and around an old sand quarry, Scotland Run Golf Club is
located in New Jersey, 20 minutes from downtown Philadelphia and
45 minutes from Atlantic City. The public club is an 18-hole course,
more than half of which is built on an abandoned sand quarry. Eleven
of 18 holes run along, around and through the quarry. Above the
quarry is heavily wooded land; other natural features are rolling hills
and 10 acres of water. Golfers play past an abandoned crane and two
detached crane buckets. A crane sits just above the quarry near the
8th fairway, and the 16th hole is on the quarry floor where players
hit shots next to and around rusted-out steam shovels.

The course at the Westin La Cantera Resort in San Antonio, Texas, is
the first of two great quarry courses in that area. The name La
Cantera (which also refers to the larger mixed-use development of
shopping centers, residential subdivisions and recreational venues)
means “rock quarry” in Spanish. Just as neighboring Six Flags Fiesta
Texas incorporates quarry walls as part of roller coasters rides, the
Westin La Cantera Resort Course offers golfers the opportunity to take
shots from the tops of quarry walls and enjoy views of limestone cliffs
thanks to the successful integration of the natural terrain into course
design.

Like the La Cantera courses, San Antonio's Quarry Golf Club, which
opened in 1993 and is located about 25 miles southeast of La
Cantera, was designed to take advantage of a quarry setting. The
second nine holes are in a former rock quarry that supplied much of
the concrete used to build the growing San Antonio. Golfers play
through a course where 100-foot rock walls line the fairways on three
sides. At the 17th hole, a shot over a ravine challenges players.

Fossil Trace Golf Club in Golden, Colorado, opened in 2003 on the
site of a former clay quarry known as the Parfet Clay Pits. The quarry,
bordering the Rocky Mountain Front Range, was owned and operated
by the Parfet family from 1877 until 2001 when they donated 52
acres to the city of Golden. A public 18-hole golf course was
designed around and through the former clay quarry — a design which
includes vast sand traps more than six feet deep. Large remnants of
the clay mining equipment are incorporated into the course design.

The quarry era is modern compared to Fossil Trace's souvenirs from
prehistoric times. Visible triceratops footprints and those of other
prehistoric creatures dating back more than 400 million years ago are
visible along the course. As the course's website puts it, people are
playing the golf course “approximately 64 million years after the first
dinosaurs walked where holes 11 through 15 now sit.” The
clubhouse features an exhibit detailing the history of the property and
information about the dinosaur tracks and other impressive fossils
uncovered on the course.

These courses from coast to coast illustrate how quarries can be
recycled into unusual and distinctive courses.

Illinois has hundreds of quarries that are — or will soon be — available
for conversion to a new land use. Park districts, forest preserves and
recreation agencies should consider taking on these properties for
many different recreational uses, but when demand and revenue
justify it, we encourage them to take a shot at golf.

Dan Martin is Managing Principal and Helene Berlin is Principal at
Market & Feasibility Advisors, LLC (MFA) a parks and recreation
project feasibility and economic impact company based in
Chicago with offices in Austin, TX and Los Angeles, CA.
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DOWNERS
GROVE

A PLACE IN AMERICAN

b0LF

HISTORY

Est. ? 1892

BY BRANDI BECKLEY,
DOWNERS GROVE PARK DISTRICT

St. Andrews, Scotland, is known around the world as the home of golf, and there is plenty of information on
the history of the sport before it arrived in the United States. But you might be surprised to learn where
America's first 18-hole golf course was built — right here in lllinois, in fact, right outside of Chicago in

Downers Grove. The legendary Chicago Golf Club was established in 1892 by a group of Chicago
businessmen on the site of the current Downers Grove Golf Club. The founding father of the Chicago Golf

Club was Charles Blair Macdonald who was, according to Go/f Journal, "a true and imposing pioneer of golf

in America." Macdonald has been credited with greatly influencing the establishment of the United States

Golf Association, the development of golf course architecture in America and "defending the faith" as taught

to him at the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews in Scotland.
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“The Downers Grove Park District is proud of its piece of golf history. Golf enthusiasts
and historians alike can see where it all began, and experience it for themselves.”

Early in 1892, Macdonald, motivated by England's Sir Henry Wood, Over the years, the course has hosted golf greats including Lee
Commissioner General to the Chicago World's Fair, persuaded 30 of Trevino in a pro exhibition appearance at the golf club before he

his Chicago Club colleagues to contribute $10 each to design and played in the Western Open in Oakbrook in 1975. This year marks
construct a nine-hole golf course. The site chosen was a 60-acre the 120" anniversary of this historic course that boasts mature trees,
stock farm owned by A. Haddow Smith. A. H. Smith was a rolling hills and water on seven out of nine holes. In May, the club
Lanarkshire golfer who had immigrated in 1890 to the United States will host the All American Hickory Open. The course will be set up for
from Musselburg, Scotland, where the game of golf was first played “gutta percha” style golf using turn-of-the-century hickory-shafted

in 1774. When Smith heard of Macdonald's plan, he enthusiastically clubs. Participants from around the world will compete, using pre-
offered his land as the location for the new golf course. 1900s era equipment in a two-day, 36-hole tournament.

The Downers Grove Park District is proud of its piece of golf history.

The golf course was completed and ready for play in the late spring of : Y ! :
Golf enthusiasts and historians alike can see where it all began, and

1892. When the inaugural season ended, MacDonald convinced
Chicago Golf Club members to add nine more holes to

the course. Therefore, in 1893, the first 18-hole golf

course in the United States was established on this BELMONT GOLF CLUB CLUBHOUSE =
site. By 1895, Chicago Golf Club members had -
become so taken with the sport that they decided to
build a new 18-hole golf course on 200 acres of land
located near Wheaton, lllinois. The Chicago Golf Club
is still in existence there today.

From 1895 to 1968, the site of the Downers Grove
Golf Club was owned by several different individuals,
known as the lllinois Golf Club in the late 1890's, and
then operated under the name of Belmont Country
Club. In 1968, the course was purchased by the
Downers Grove Park District for $750,000 and was
renamed the Downers Grove Golf Club.

The Downers Grove Park District's Administrator, Dan
Cermak, has a deep appreciation of the historical
value of this course. As the Director of Facilities and
then Deputy Administrator from 1978 to 1996,
Cermak assisted in the design and construction of its
fourth and current 4,000 square foot clubhouse.

Both the original and second clubhouses were . experience it for themselves. Visit the Downers Grove Golf Club
destroyed by fire, the first in the 1920's and the second in 1976. located at 2420 Haddow Avenue. Tee times are accepted seven days
Cermak has compiled a collection on the history of the course, which in advance for Fridays through Sundays and holidays. Call 630-963-
is on display in the clubhouse. In an interview with NBC's Phil 1306 or visit www.dgparks.org to book online.

Rogers in May 2010, Cermak explained, “Changes to this course

have occurred through the last 110 plus years; however, much of the Sources:

original course remains including holes 2, 4, 7, 8 and 9.” Major Macdonald. C.B. Scotland's Gift: Golf. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1928.
renovations and upgrades to the course, including the addition of a Sonnefeldt, Paul. Golf course traces past, faces future. 1994.

. ; - USGA Journal & Turf Management, September 1956.
driving range, rebuilt greens and new tees and fairways were made Vavra, Bob, Downers Grove Reporter, June 25, 1975.

throughout the 1990's.

The course even has a historical connection to the Titanic. One of the
original Chicago Golf Club's founding members, J. Arthur Ryerson,
was a delegate to the organization meeting of the USGA on December
22, 1894, along with Charles B. Macdonald. Arthur Ryerson died
when the Titanic sank in 1912. Arthur's son, John B. Ryerson, his
wife and two daughters were among the survivors.
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A Community in Transition

by Bill Clevenger, Rick Anderson & Lisa Gillen, Decatur Park District

Setting the Stage

At the height of the golf boom in the 80s and 90s, Decatur was home to a thriving 5-course public golf system that
exceeded all expectations for a community of 91,000. In the ensuing years, the Decatur Park District's courses began to
experience the fallout of national golf trends and significant local impacts such as an aging community, declining
population and low average household income. Industrial downsizing and plant closures also affected golf participation.
This “perfect storm” created a daunting challenge for the Decatur Park Board and staff.

For the past decade, we have strived to respond proactively to our ever-evolving golf market. In a strategic effort to “right-
size” the program and attract new golfers, the district closed a languishing Nelson Park Golf Course, which saw just
14,000 rounds per year and converted a small, 9-hole facility to a unique, Prairie-style signature course — Red Tail Run
Golf Club by Raymond Floyd — which has attracted an average of 26,000 rounds per year since its opening in 2006.
Partnerships with Decatur Memorial Hospital (golf platform partner) and Ameren (First Tee sponsor) provide a valued
financial boost while collaboration with the Decatur Area Convention and Visitors Bureau contributes to the attraction of
more than 300 average Stay & Play rounds each year. Earthmover Credit Union is a new presenting sponsor for our
weekly Family Night programs.
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Highlighting a Great Golf Product

The Decatur Park District's three golf clubs — Hickory Point, Scovill
and Red Tail Run — are award-winning courses that have attracted
national and state tournaments. Red Tail Run is the site of the IHSA
Class A Girls' State Golf Tournament. Hickory Point Golf Course is the
longest-running host of the Symetra Futures Tour, the developmental
tour of the LPGA. Hickory Point also hosts the IHSA Class AA Girls'
State Tournament and has been site of the PGA of America Junior
Golf Series, NCAA Division Il National Golf Championships for
Women, lllinois Women's Golf Association's Senior Open and Decatur
Junior Open. Scovill Golf Course was twice named a Top 100
Women-Friendly Course by Golf for Women magazine and earned
distinction as the #1 Public Course for Customer Loyalty by the
National Golf Foundation (2009).

Decatur's golf staff has embraced a district-wide customer service
model to make visitors feel welcome and appreciated. Golf specials
during non-peak hours, online tee times and attendance at three
annual golf shows to attract out-of-town golfers have proven
extremely successful. But the question remained how to better target
our potential markets and infuse new enthusiasm into an already
excellent golf system. The answer lay in the new PGA of America Golf
2.0 program.

The goal of Golf 2.0 is to grow the number of golfers, rounds and
revenues: something courses across the state are striving for.

“Golf 2.0 is about you being uniquely qualified to make golf
experiences memorable, valuable and fun,” said PGA President Allen
Wronowski. “It's about you being the center of your golf community
and about maintaining your core customers, engaging lapsed golfers
and driving new players.”"

The plan starts with a review of community demographics, including
average income, unemployment, age range and ethnic/gender
breakdowns. The data and insights gained from this research
will help the district focus its efforts and shape a new golf
strategy. Then the search will begin for “latent demand” for golf
— in businesses, clubs, schools and senior groups. Finally, a
review will be conducted of the competition, including other golf
courses and alternatives for leisure-time activities.

In February, the Decatur Park District golf and marketing staff
conducted a SWOT analysis and brainstormed ways to embrace
Golf 2.0 to meet the needs of core golfers, engage lapsed golfers
and attract new golfers, including women, families, juniors and
seniors. The Decatur Park District's repackaging process was
formulated, and we are now on our way to making golf more
attractive, more personal and more welcoming to everyone in the
greater Decatur community.

Meeting Core Golfers' Needs

Challenge: As league members and regulars, core golfers are the
bread and butter of our courses, and their satisfaction is critical.
These golfers enjoy the game and feel at home at our courses, but
they express irritation at slower play by visitors, newcomers and
those who don't know every bounce and undulation of the courses
like they do.

Solution: The Decatur Park District has engaged the PGA's Tee It
Forward program, which encourages golfers to move up a set of tees
to speed play. In a survey reported on the Play Golf America Tee It
Forward website, 70% of respondents said they had more fun; 47%
played the game faster; 91% reported they would Tee It Forward
again; and 52% said they are likely to play golf more often because
of the positive experience.’ This spring, the Decatur Park District's
golf pros are also educating leagues and course rangers about Tee It
Forward to quicken the pace and enhance the experience of all
golfers on the course.

Challenge: League members express frustration at playing the same 9
holes each week.

Solution: Staff plans to alternate 9's each week, giving the leagues
the weekly change of scenery and challenge they desire.

Engaging the Lapsed Golfer

Challenge: Lapsed golfers are those who have played in the past but,
for a variety of reasons, (new job, children's activities, loss of interest)
have stopped coming to the course. This group encompasses a
number of demographic groups.

Solution: The Decatur Park District's spring initiative is “Welcome
Back to Golf.” An afternoon Welcome Back event will take place at
the driving ranges at Hickory Point, Red Tail Run and Scovill in mid-
April. Golf pros will be on hand to offer tips, provide free range balls
and introduce the district's newest golf programs to those who have
played in the past and want to return to the game. Another aspect of
the Welcome Back program is packaging our new “Get Golf Ready”
instruction series, including Ladies Only Clinics, Adult Golf Clinics,

Short Game Clinics, Family Night/Pro Tips and Family Weekends. A
short course will also be created at Scovill, with holes ranging from
90 to 190 yards. The low fee ($9 for 9 holes) and shorter length will
allow beginners, seniors, juniors and families to enjoy a quick, more
relaxing round. Other opportunities to attract lapsed golfers include
rules and etiquette refresher cards and a Summer Blow-Out Sale on
clubs and merchandise.
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Attracting New Golfers

The audiences from which we hope to attract new golfers will vary
by age, ethnicity and gender. Our goal will be to engage students,
young professionals, minorities and seniors by providing specialty
clinics, holding league member/guest events and increasing our
outreach efforts to introduce individuals to the game.

The Decatur Park District's youth programming is already extensive,
and students of all backgrounds and skill levels enjoy lessons at our
courses, the Boys & Girls Club and at schools and community
centers. We partner with Decatur Public School District #61 to
provide the First Tee National Schools Program at two elementary
buildings, as well as Starting New At Golf (SNAG) at four middle
school and high school after-school programs. First Tee activities are
open to the public and offered year-round. Our LPGA/USGA Girls
Club targets young ladies; junior tournaments provide opportunities
for more competitive players; and need-based scholarships ensure
that all youth may participate, regardless of ability to pay. Family
offerings include Play Golf America's Family Golf Month, Bring Your
Kids to the Range Day, Take Your Daughter to the Course Week and
PGA Free Lesson Month. New initiatives will include a collaboration
with park district partners and local corporations to encourage
minority golfers and young professionals to give golf a try.

Reaching Out

Enhanced marketing efforts will be crucial to our success. In addition
to print ads, radio and TV commercials, billboards and email blitzes,
the Decatur Park District has added social media outreach, with web
pages (www.golfdecatur.com), a Facebook page and Twitter account.
A recently designed Golf Decatur mobile app will provide online tee
times, pin locations, course fly-overs and a “Round the Turn” snack
menu for current and future golfers. To build our email list and offer
an added bonus, we have started a Golf Decatur Birthday Club,
which features a free round of golf during the individual's birthday
month. Those with winter birthdays may play a round at our DISC
indoor golf facility or play outdoors at any time during the season.

Looking Forward

As we emerge from the recent economic crisis and a decade of
“right-sizing” efforts, success in the Decatur Park District's golf
system will depend upon on a new data-driven, customer-focused
approach. The ongoing challenge will be to grow our player base
while remaining cognizant of fiscal constraints. Even in the face of
public criticism, our board and staff must take into account national,
state and local economic realities in order to sustain — and grow —
our golf programming and the Decatur Park District system as a
whole.

Resources

1. Baal, Bob. “Golf 2.0: It's Personal.” PGA Magazine.
November 2011: 66 — 69. Print.

2. Play Golf America. “Tee it Forward: Play Faster, Have More
Fun.” 29 Mar. 2012.
http://www.playgolfamerica.com/index.cfm?action=teeitfor
ward.

The Decatur Park District staff who contributed to this article
include: Bill Clevenger, Executive Director; Rick Anderson,
Director of Golf; and Lisa Gillen, Director of Marketing.
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Balling Retires
from Park District
of Oak Park

Park District of Oak Park
Executive Director Gary
Balling retired April 30,
following 12 years of service
to the Oak Park community
and more than 35 years as
an IPRA professional. In
addition to his service in
Oak Park, he also worked at
the Naperville Park District,
Northbrook Park District, St.
Charles Park District and
Morton Grove Park District. Gary served as the Board Representative
to the IPRA Recreation Section for two separate terms and served as
chairperson of numerous IPRA committees and an active member of
many others. He was named the Oak Park Villager of the Year in
2008 and was the recipient of the IPRA Professional Recognition
Award in 2000 and the IPRA Recreation Section Outstanding
Recreation Professional Award in 1999.

Photo courtesy of the Wednesday Journal and Frank Pinc.

Cermak Retires from
Downers Grove Park
District

Dan Cermak retired from the
Downers Grove Park District
effective May 31, following a
34-year tenure. During his
service to the park district, Dan
played a key role in advancing
the agency's services, programs
and facilities including a new
golf course driving range and
learning center in 1994, a new
golf course clubhouse in 1995,
plus the rebuilding of all greens,
tees, bunkers and the reconfiguration of the course in the early 90s.
In 2003, the construction of the Recreation & Fitness Center and the
William F. Sherman Jr. Interpretive Center was completed along with
multiple land acquisitions at Lyman Woods.

ElImhurst Leadership Transitions: Grodsky Retires, Rogers Promoted

Richard D. Grodsky retired in
March 2012 after more than 15
years with the ElImhurst Park
District and 37 years in the field.
Grodsky began his career in 1970
and served various communities in
the Chicago area including
Evanston, Chicago, Dundee,
Morton Grove and Park Ridge.

During his tenure in EImhurst,
Grodsky led the agency in creating
new facilities, programs and
strategic planning which have
garnered state, regional, national
and international recognition.
Awards include Nations in Bloom,
IPRA's Best Facility Design and
NRPA's Healthy Community Award to name a few. Rich has served on
various committees including Chair of Joint Legislative Committee and
Great Lakes Regional Council. He has worked with the Illinois General
Assembly on various pieces of legislation important to parks and
recreation, helping to advance the profession in lllinois. He has also
earned several state awards, including the Robert Artz Professional of
the Year. He has been a guest speaker on the local, regional and
national levels on various park and recreation trends and issues.

ENT

v James W. Rogers was named
Executive Director of the EiImhurst
Park District in March. Rogers, a
21-year veteran in the field of park
and recreation management, is
exceptionally well prepared to lead
the ElImhurst Park District because
of his experience in all facets of
operations, knowledge of
budgetary issues and his expert
understanding of organizational
behavior and planning.

Jim has served the EImhurst Park
District since 1994 in a variety of
positions including Director of
Recreation and Director of Park
and Recreation Services prior to his appointment as Deputy Director of
Parks and Recreation in 2006. His tenure at the district affords the
park board and community a key ingredient - corporate memory and
continuity - which has helped him hit the ground running as new
Executive Director. The board noted that Jim has been part of the
Elmhurst Park District's success as an organization.
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Downers Grove
Park District
Announces New
Executive
Director

The Downers Grove Park
District Board of
Commissioners is pleased
to announce the
appointment of William G.
McAdam as the new
Executive Director of the
Downers Grove Park
District. McAdam, a
resident of Lemont, was the Executive Director of the
Oswegoland Park District, a position he held since 2003.

McAdam has more than 20 years of experience in park districts.
At Oswegoland Park District, he oversaw the tremendous growth
of the park district including 945 acres across 57 parks
including the Fox Bend Golf Course, two aquatic facilities and a
museum. He is an accredited Certified Park and Recreation
Executive by the National Recreation and Park Association.

The Downers Grove Park District used IAPD’s Director Search
Service to fill the vacany.

Clark Named
Executive
Director at
Palatine

The Palatine Park District
has hired Michael Clark
as the district's new
Executive Director. Clark
replaced Ron Gbur who
retired in March.

“He is a highly-qualified
individual with many
years of experience," said
Park District Board member Sue Gould. "We're confident that he
will do an excellent job as our newest executive director.”

Clark had been the Executive Director of the Batavia Park
District since 2000. He has a bachelor's degree in park and
recreation administration from Illinois State University and an
MBA from Lake Forest Graduate School of Management.

Illinois Parks & Recreation

In Memoriam:
Betty Chestnut
Irons

Betty Chestnut Irons of
Northbrook, formerly of
Flossmoor, died at
home on April 1st as a
result of lung cancer.
Throughout her life,
Betty was a strong
advocate for civil rights,
women's rights and
nature conservation.

Betty was the first female president of the Illinois Association
of Park Districts. She was also a visionary on the board of the
Flossmoor Park District in the late 60s who realized that two
small park districts, Homewood and Flossmoor, could
accomplish more by working together.

She was married to Spencer Irons for more than 54 years,
and the couple donated the land now known as Irons Oaks
Environmental Learning Center.

Champaign Park
District
Announces New
Superintendent

John (J.R.) Pope from
Richmond, Virginia has
joined the Champaign
Park District as the new
Superintendent of
Planning and
Operations. J.R. has
extensive experience in
parks and recreation,
most recently having
served as Director of Parks, Recreation and Community
Facilities in Richmond, Virginia. He was also the State Park
Chief of West Virginia State Parks and Forests, and
Superintendent of Park Maintenance and Operations in both
Jefferson City and Columbia, Missouri. J.R. will oversee all
activities in park planning, development, maintenance,
landscape and horticulture within the Champaign Park District.

www.ipraonline.com
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IAPD/IPRA Officials
Advocate for Parks & Recreation

Want to Read More?

Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires,
promotions and award-winners in the Illinois
park and recreation industry online. Visit our
website, www.ILparks.org, and click on the
Publications tab on the left. Select IP&R
Magazine and then People and Places.

Want to submit news from
your agency for People &

Places?
E-mail information and jpegs to
editorialdept@ILparks.org. Jpegs should be

During the NRPA Legislative Forum, IAPD leaders including Immediate 300 dpi at about 2 inches tall.
Past President Wally Frasier, President/CEO Peter Murphy and
Legal/Legislative Counsel Jason Anselment met with Representative John
Shimkus to discuss key issues including the land and water conservation
fund, as well as the importance of including funding for trail access in the
pending transportation legislation.

A HEALTHY PLATE
MADE TO ORDER

Toll Free: 1-877-783-KIDS - www.4KIDSplate.com

As part of the NRPA Legislative Forum, a group attended the weekly
lllinois Breakfast for Senator Dick Durbin on March 29, 2012 in
Washington DC. From left to right: from the Addison Park District, Tim
McKinnon, Commissioner Tom Reed, Executive Director Mark McKinnon,
Senator Durbin, Oak Lawn Park District Commissioner Donna McCauley, 'APD
Executive Director Maddie Kelly and Board President Gary Callahan. e e
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AQUATICS

AMERICAN RED CROSS
Theresa Rees

2200 West Harrison
Chicago, IL 60612
312-729-6174 PH
reesth@usa.redcross.org
www.redcross.org

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES
Thomas Todner

1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60406
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com
www.aquapure-il.com

HALOGEN SUPPLY
COMPANY, INC.

Rich Hellgeth

4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com
www.halogensupply.com

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake

PO Box 3

Roachdale, IN 46172
800-642-6640 PH
765-522-1702 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
WWwWw.spearcorp.com

ARCHITECTS/

ENGINEERS

COWHEY MANHARD

A Manhard Consulting Division
Hubert J. Loftus

700 Springer Drive

Lombard, IL 60148
630-925-1125 PH
630-691-8585 FX
hloftus@manhard.com
www.manhard.com

DEWBERRY

Daniel Atilano

25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com
www.dewberry.com

ERIKSSON ENGINEERING
ASSOCIATES

Michael Renner

145 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-Itd.com
www.eea-Itd.com

ESI CONSULTANTS, LTD.
Joseph Chiczewski

1979 N. Mill Street, Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-420-1700 PH
630-420-1733 FX
jchiczewski@esiltd.com
www.esiltd.com

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Christine Kleine

7707 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614

309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
ckleine@f-w.com

www.f-w.com

FGM ARCHITECTS

John Dzarnowski

1211 W. 22nd St.

Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT-HAMILTON
ASSOC., INC.

Robert Hamilton

850 Forest Edge Dr.

Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
rhamilton@gha-engineers.com
www.gha-engineers.com

RATIO ARCHITECTS

Brian DeMuynck

10 E. Chester St.

Champaign, IL 61820
217-352-7696 PH
217-352-7831 FX
bdemuynck@ratioarchitects.com
www.ratioarchitects.com

2335 Hwy 36 West @
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX

tom.palansky@stantec.com
www.stantec.com

STANTEC
Tom Palansky

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, LTD.
450 E. Gundersen Dr.
Carol Stream, IL 60188
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.

Troy Triphahn

2675 Pratum Ave.

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troytriphahn@cdg-lic.com
www.wtengineering.com

ATTORNEYS

ANCEL, GLINK, DIAMOND,

BUSH, DICIANNI &
KRAFTHEFER, P.C. @
Robert Bush

140 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX

rbush@ancelglink.com
www.ancelglink.com

BROOKS, TARULIS, SCHAFFER
& TIBBLE, LLC

Rick Tarulis

101 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60540
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com
http://www.napervillelaw.com
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BROWN, HAY & STEVENS, LLP

Daniel K. Wright
205 S. Fifth Street
Springfield, IL 62701 | |
217-544-8491 PH
217-544-9609 FX
dwright@bhslaw.com
www.bhslaw.com

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER

Lynda Given

111 W. Monroe St.

Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
given@chapman.com
www.chapman.com

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.

Chris Johlie

300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP
Gina Madden

14 West Cass St., Third Floor
Joliet, IL 60432

815-726-5910 PH
815-726-0353 FX
gmadden@hinshawlaw.com
www.hinshawlaw.com

HODGES, LOIZZI,
EISENHAMMER, RODICK &
KOHN LLC

Robert Kohn

3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., Ste. 202
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5002
847-670-9000 PH
847-670-7334 FX
rkohn@hlerk.com

www.hlerk.com

LAVELLE LAW, LTD.
Kerry Lavelle

501 W. Colfax

Palatine, IL 60067
847-705-7555 PH
847-705-9960 FX
klavelle@lavellelaw.com
www.lavellelaw.com

OTTOSEN BRITZ KELLY COOPER
& GILBERT, LTD.

Shawn Flaherty

1804 N. Naper Blvd., Suite 350
Naperville, IL 60563
630-682-0085 PH
630-682-0788 FX
sflaherty@obkcg.com
www.obkcg.com

TRESSLER LLP

Steven Adams

Willis Tower, 22nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
sadams@tresslerllp.com
www.tsmp.com

An@ represents a donation to Friends of Illinois Parks

CONSTRUCTION

MANAGEMENT

CORPORATE CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

Michael Rink or Douglas Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

E. COONEY ASSOCIATES, INC.
Ed Cooney PhD., PE.

359 Webster Ave.

Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-834-0754 PH
630-834-1528 FX
ed@ecooney.com
WWW.ecooney.com

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

9821 S. 78" Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com
www.henrybros.com

LAMP INCORPORATED
lan Lamp

PO Box 865

Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
www.lampinc.com

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, INC.
Michael Behm or Emily Portugal
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3000 PH
847-783-3001 FX
MWBehm@leopardo.com
www.leopardo.com

NORWALK CONCRETE
INDUSTRIES

Jeff Malcolm

80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

THE GEORGE SOLLITT
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
David Binkley

790 North Central Avenue
Wood Dale, IL 60191
630-860-7333 PH
630-860-7347 FX
dbinkley@sollitt.com
www.sollitt.com

V3 COMPANIES

Ed Fitch

7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
efitch@v3co.com
www.v3co.com

CONSULTANTS
EXECUTIVE SERVICE CORPS

Jo Posselt

25 East Washington St.,

Ste 1500 ( [
312-580-1840 PH
312-580-0042 FX
jo.posselt@esc-chicago.org
www.esc-chicago.org

Chicago, IL 60602

ILLINOIS PADDLING COUNCIL
Roger Schamberger

Park & Forest Preserve Districts
120 E. Townline Road

Lena, IL 61048

815-238-7888 PH ( |
rscham@hotmail.com
www.illinoispaddling.org

SUMMERLAND

CONSULTING LLC

Michael Buehner

30320 Glenham Ct.

Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
877-348-5338 PH
813-991-6552 FX
mbuehner@summerland
consulting.net
www.summerlandconsulting.net

DOG PARKS

ALL PAWS PET WASH
Heather Steines

8642 Route 20

PO Box 98

Garden Prairie, IL 61038
800-537-8231 PH
815-544-4353 FX
cesi@ccsiusa.com
www.allpawspetwash.com

POO FREE PARKS

Bill Airy

1127 Auraria Parkway
Suite 8

Denver, CO 80204
303-295-2928 PH
888-458-9316 FX
bill@poofreeparks.com
www.PooFreeParks.com

EDUCATION

GEORGE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF
AURORA UNIVERSITY

Kailley Harmon

350 Constance Blvd.

Williams Bay, WI 53128
262-245-8586 PH
262-245-8505 FX
kharmon@aurora.edu
www.aurora.edu/gwc

ENERGY

MANAGEMENT

SEVEN UTILITY MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS

Dale Snyder

7704 Oakridge Rd.

North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com
www.sevenutility.com

www.ipraonline.com



ENTERTAINMEN

BRIAN WISMER
@

ENTERTAINMENT INC.
Brian Wismer

770 Castlewood Lane
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-236-9499 PH
847-236-1107 FX
brian@funwizz.com
www.funwizz.com

RON & SANDIE SHOW
Ron Camron

723 Shoreline Circle
Schaumburg, IL 60194
630-237-4278 PH
Rons2g@aol.com
http://roncamron.com

SAFARI LAND
Giovanna D'Alessandro/
Carole Holland

701 W. North Ave.
Villa Park, IL 60181
630-530-4649 PH
630-530-7539 FX
giodl@comcast.net
www.safariland.com

EXERCISE

EQUIPMENT

2ND WIND EXERCISE
EQUIPMENT

Liz White

7585 Equitable Drive

Eden Prairie, MN 55344
952-544-5249 PH
952-544-5053 FX
ewhite@2ndwindexercise.com
www.2ndwindexercise.com

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS
CONCEPTS, INC.

Brian Fonseca

521 Vera Court

Joliet, IL 60436
815-741-5328 PH
815-741-5352 FX
brian@pfc-fitness.com
www.pfcfitnessequipment.com

FINANCE

CHASE BANK

Andreas Sambanis

100 E. Higgins Rd. FL 2N

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-228-2713 PH
866-779-0192 FX
andreas.x.sambanis@chase.com
www.chase.com

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.
Steve Larson

550 Warrenville Rd. Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
630-271-3330 PH
630-271-3369 FX
slarson@ehlers-inc.com
www.ehlers-inc.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen

27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
www. lauterbachamen.com

MESIROW FINANCIAL, INC.
Peter Koukos

610 Central Ave. Ste. 200
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-681-2380 PH
312-595-6988 FX
pkoukos@mesirowfinancial.com
www.mesirowfinancial.com

ROBERT W. BAIRD
John Piemonte

300 East 5th Avenue
Naperville, IL 60523
630-778-2633 PH
630-778-9179 FX
jpiemonte@rwbaird.com
www.rwbaird.com

SIKICH LLP
Fred Lantz
1415 W. Diehl Rd., Suite 400

Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips

One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX

dphillips@speerfinancial.com
www.speerfinancial.com

FLOORING

FLOORS INCORPORATED
Steve Fantuzzi or Dave Byrnes
1341 Cobblestone Way
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-338-6566 PH
815-338-6679 FX
SFantuzzi@floorsinc-illinois.com
DByrnes@floorsinc-illinois.com
www.floorsinc-illinois.com

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker

1070 Entry Dr.
Bensenville, IL 60106
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com
www.courtofsport.com

HEAVY

EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE COMPANY
Mark Allgaier

262 Hawthorne

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630-258-0384 PH
630-469-7358 FX
allgaiermarkc@johndeere.com
www.johndeere.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

POWER EQUIPMENT

LEASING CO.

Steve Schroeder

605 Anderson Drive

Romeoville, IL 60446-1687
815-886-1776 PH
815-886-1161 FX
steve@powerequipment
leasing.com
www.powerequipmentleasing.com

INSURANCE

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Eddie Wood

2000 W. Pioneer Parkway

Suite 25

Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
ewood@bfgroup.com
www.bfgroup.com

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

Diann Reed

201 E. Madison, Suite 3B
Springfield, IL 62702
217-524-1227 PH
217-524-7541 FX
diann.reed@illinois.gov

PARK DISTRICT RISK
MANAGEMENT AGENCY
(PDRMA)

Brett Davis

2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

INVESTMENTS

ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN
INVESTMENT FUND
Laura Allen

1220 Oak Brook Road

Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-571-0480 PH
630-571-0484 FX
lallen@investimet.com
www.investimet.com

PFM ASSET
MANAGEMENT LLC
Jeffrey K. Schroeder

222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
schroederj@pfm.com
www.pfm.com

PMA FINANCIAL
NETWORK, INC.

Fenil Patel

2135 Citygate Ln., 7" Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6437 PH
630-718-8710 FX
fpatel@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com

LAND

PRESERVATION

OPENLANDS

Gerald Adelmann

25 E. Washington

Suite 1650

Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org
www.openlands.org

P1ZZ0O & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
Susan Kuntzendorf

10729 Pine Rd.

Leland, IL 60531
815-495-2300 PH
815-498-4406 FX
info@pizzo.info
http://pizzo.info/

LANDSCAPE

ARCHITECTS

3D DESIGN STUDIO

Dan Dalziel

529 Barron Blvd.

Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-1891 PH
847-223-1892 FX
ddalziel@3ddesignstudio.com
www.3ddesignstudio.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman

221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcock
designgroup.com
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

THE LAKOTA GROUP

Scott Freres

212 W. Kinzie St., 3" Floor
Chicago, IL 60654
312-467-5445 PH
312-467-5485 FX
sfreres@thelakotagroup.com
www.thelakotagroup.com

WRD ENVIRONMENTAL

Geoff Deigan

445 N. Sacramento Blvd
Chicago, IL 60612
773-722-9870 PH
773-722-9875 FX
gdeigan@wrdenvironmental.com
www.wrdenvironmental.com

LANDSCAPE

SERVICES/
SUPPLIES

COBALT

Ken Hinze

1111 N. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, Ml 49091
269-651-3681 PH
269-651-3652 FX
khinze@cobaltrubber.com
www.cobaltrubber.com

DUPONT PROFESSIONAL
PRODUCTS

Norman Kleber

33460 North Lone Rock Lane
Wildwood, IL 60030
847-693-9348 PH
ndnckleber@aol.com

GOODMARK NURSERIES LLC
Michael Scheitz

8920 Howe Rd.

Wonder Lake, IL 60097
815-653-9293 PH
815-728-0977 FX
mike.scheitz@goodmark
nurseries.com
www.goodmarknurseries.com

HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn

14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com

MCGINTY BROS., INC.
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty

3744 E. Cuba Rd.

Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com
www.mcgintybros.com

THE MULCH CENTER
James Seckelmann
21457 Milwaukee Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-459-7200 PH
847-229-0219 FX
jim@mulchcenter.com
www.mulchcenter.com

e

PRO AP PRODUCTS

by FRICK SERVICES, INC.
Tim Kehoe

700 Heartland Drive, Unit W
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
630-768-7227 PH
timkehoe@pro-ap.com
WWW.pro-ap.com

TURFACE ATHLETICS
Heather Rohde

750 Lake Cook, Ste. 440
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-215-3454 PH
847-215-0577 FX
hrohde@profileproducts.com
www.profileproducts.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Gail Cressley

100 1st Ave. West
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
641-673-0411 PH
641-673-4852 FX
gail.cressley@musco.com
WWW.MUSCo.com

TECHLINE SPORTS LIGHTING,
LLC

Mike Helton

15303 Storm Drive | |
Austin, TX 78734

800-500-3161 PH
512-977-8882 FX
mike@sportlighting.com
www.sportlighting.com
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IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

VIDEOGRAPHY

PARKS &

PLANNING LINKS TECHNOLOGY

SPORTING GOODS

PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Bill Patterson

2135 City Gate Ln, Ste. 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
bill@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com

HOWARD L. WHITE &
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Loren Thorstenson

PO Box 5197

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-870-7745 PH
847-870-7806 FX
loren@howardlwhite.com
www. howardlwhite.com

NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Jennifer Samanich

915 Hillgrove

PO Box 2121

LaGrange, IL 60525
708-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
jennifers@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com

@

RESOURCES, INC.
Darrell Garrison

402 W. Liberty Dr.
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-668-3788 PH
630-668-4125 FX
dgarrison@planres.com
www.planres.com

TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.

Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com
www.getreil.com

SITE

FURNISHINGS

HOVING PIT STOP, INC.
Ken Hoving

2351 Powis Road

West Chicago, IL 60185
630-377-7000 PH
630-377-1095 FX
ken@khoving.com
www.khoving.com

PERENNIAL PARK PRODUCTS
Tiffany Bachmann

885 Church Rd.

Elgin, IL 60123
847-289-8383 PH
847-289-8382 FX
tiffany@epsplasticlumber.com

SPORTABLE SCOREBOARDS
Daniel Fukuhara

106 Max Hurt Drive

Murray, KY 42071
270-759-1600 PH
danielfukuhara@scoreboard1.com
www.sportablescoreboards.com

WHOLESALE UNIFORM GROUP
Chris Stefo

28835 N. Herky Dr., Ste. 213
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
855-984-1100 PH
847-201-9145 FX
chris.stefo@wuglic.com
www.wholesalebaseball
uniforms.com

SPORTS SAFETY

PROGRAMS

KIDS FIRST SPORTS
SAFETY, INC.

Morgan M. Singel

220 Main St.

Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-5438 PH
630-257-1433 FX
m.singel@kidsfirstsports.net
www.kidsfirstsports.net

TECHNOLOGY
)

CURRENT TECHNOLOGIES
Steven Daugherty

1423 Centre Circle
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-388-0240 PH
630-388-0241 FX
tvinyward@currenttech.net
www.currenttech.net

SOLUTIONS, INC. ‘ |
James Burke

440 East State Parkway
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-252-7285 PH
847-574-5824 FX
jburke@linkstechnology.com
www.linkstechnology.com

TELE-

COMMUNI-
CATIONS

CALL ONE
Colleen Lamb Ferrara @
123 N. Wacker, 7th Floor

Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
312-681-8301 FX
www.callone.com
clambferrara@callone.com

TRANSPORTATION

MIDWEST TRANSIT EQUIPMENT

Tom Boldwin

146 W. Issert Dr.

Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-2412 PH
815-933-3966 FX
tom.boldwin@midwesttransit.com
www.midwesttransit.com

MONROE TRUCK
EQUIPMENT, INC.

Jim Schneider/N. Serafini
1051 W. 7th Street
Monroe, WI 53566
608-328-8127 PH
608-328-4278 FX
snowandicecontrol@
monroetruck.com
www.monroetruck.com

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro

6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@ijaffefilms.com

WEB

DEVELOPMENT

BAREFOOT GROUP, INC.
John Wondrasek

260 E. Belvidere Road
#381

Hainesville, IL 60030
847-370-1001 PH
johnw@barefootplugins.com
www. barefootplugins.com

laylie's Certi

fied Playground Muleh

25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue . Monee, IL 60449
Ph: 708.534.1070 * Fax: 708.534.1138

email: RainbowFarms@nettech.com

ERTIFIED
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AIRSPACE, THE PLAY
COMPANY, LLC
Daniel Brenman (@}
PO Box 8425

Ashville, NC 28814
divid@theplaycompanylic.com
Tel: (800)872-1319

BEE LINE VENDING FOR

HEALTH, LLC
Jamie Van Vuren l@)
955 Busse Road

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
jamie@beelineimage.com
Tel: (847)378-8758

Fax: (847)378-8766

BMO HARRIS N.A.

Jim Grammas

111 W Monroe St

Chicago, IL 60603-4096
jim.grammas@harrisbank.com
Tel: (312)461-7895

Fax: (312)293-5811

CEDAR FOREST PRODUCTS
Mark Johnson

PO Box 98

Polo, IL 61064
cfpinfo@cedarforestproducts.com
Tel: (815)946-3994

Fax: (815)946-2479

COMMERCIAL RECREATION
SPECIALISTS, INC

CJ Petty ¢@,
415 Investment Ct

Verona, WI 53593
cpetty@crs4rec.com

Tel: (608)848-8781

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Scott Cunningham

PO BOX 240981

Charlotte, NC 28224-0981
scott@cunninghamrec.com
Tel: (800)438-2780

Fax: (704)525-7356

DERBY LITE, LLC
Barbara Dolan

410 N Humphrey Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302-2474
queenb@derbylite.org

Tel: (708)359-0159

DEWBERRY

Daniel Atilano

25 S Grove Ave Ste 500
Elgin, IL 60120-6400
datilano@dewberry.com
Tel: (847)847-0571
Fax: (847)742-4571

EHLERS AND
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Steve J. Larson

550 Warrenville Road, Suite
220

Lisle, IL 60532-4311
slarson@ehlers-inc.com

Tel: (630)271-3330

Fax: (630)271-3369

ELANAR CONSTRUCTION
Ross Burns
1739 Chestnut Avenue, Suite

500

Glenview, IL 60025 1@,
ross@elanar.com

Tel: (847)657-0404

Fax: (847)657-0303
ENGINEERING RESOURCE
ASSOC.

William J. Pearch

3S701 West Ave Ste 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
wpearch@eraconsultants.com
Tel: (630)393-3060

Fax: (630)393-2152

FCAI - FINISHING 1@,
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS
Mark Palmer

1991 W Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60506
mark@fcaofillinois.org

Tel: (630)264-7880
Fax: (630)264-7988

FGM ARCHITECTS INC.
John J. Dzarnowski

1211 W. 22nd Street
Suite 705

Oak Brook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
Tel: (630)574-8300

Fax: (630)574-9292

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

FITZGERALD LIGHTING
David Fitzgerald

1585 Beverly Court

Suite 104

Aurora, IL 60502
dave@fitzgeraldlighting.com
Tel: (630)513-7147

Fax: (630)513-6872

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.

Chris Johlie

300 S Wacker Drive 1@)
Suite 3400

Chicago, IL 60606
caj@franczek.com

Tel: (312)786-6152

Fax: (312)986-9192

FRESH ISLAND
BEVERAGE CO.
Jimmy Chinn

155 Wheeling Road
Wheeling, IL 60090
jim@freshisland.com
Tel: (847)520-0330
Fax: (847)520-0404

)

GLI, INC.

George Petecki

1410 Mills Rd

Joliet, IL 60433-9561
geopetecki@prodigy.net
Tel: (815)774-0350
Fax: (815)774-0352

GOLD MEDAL-CHICAGO
Pete Bakala

450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
pbakala@gmpopcorn.com
Tel: (630)860-2525

Fax: (630)860-5980

GREAT LAKES
LANDSCAPE CO., INC.

Mr. Kevin J. Harynek

434 E. Devon Avenue

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
grtlakesls@aol.com

Tel: (847)439-3737

Fax: (847)439-1943

GREEN-UP
LANDSCAPE, INC
Bernie Schroeder
13520 S. Budler Road
Plainfield, IL 60544
brs@green-up.com
Tel: (815)372-3000
Fax: (815)372-3005

HEY AND
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Tim J. Pollowy

26575 W Commerce Dr
Volo, IL 60073
volo@heyassoc.com
Tel: (847)740-0888
Fax: (847)740-2888

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

Bill J. Inman

221 W. Jefferson

Naperville, IL 60540
binman@bhitchcockdesigngroup.com
Tel: (630)961-1787

Fax: (630)961-9925

JIR, LLC

Paul Wiese

35 E. Wacker Drive
Suite 2200

Chicago, IL 60601
paul.wiese@jjr-us.com
Tel: (312)641-0510
Fax: (312)641-0668

KI FURNITURE

Jim Heyden

PO Box 4135

St Charles, IL 60174
jim.heyden@ki.com

Tel: (847)867-7898

LAMP INCORPORATED
lan Lamp

460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net

Tel: (847)741-7220 (305)
Fax: (847)741-9677

LAUTERBACH &

AMEN, LLP

Ronald Amen

27W457 Warrenville Road
Warrenville, IL 60555
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
Tel: (630)393-1483

Fax: (630)393-2516

LET'S PLAY! (M2 POLYMER
TECHNOLQGIES)

Martin Matushek ‘@’
PO Box 365

West Dundee, IL 60118
martin@mz2polymer.com

Tel: (847)836-1393

Fax: (847)836-6483
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

MELROSE
PYROTECHNICS, INC.
Robert Kerns

PO Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
bob@melrosepyro.com
Tel: (219)393-5522
Fax: (219)393-5710

MESIROW FINANCIAL

Pete Koukos

610 Central Ave

Highland Park, IL

60035-3216
pkoukos@mesirowfinancial.com
Tel: (847)681-2380

Fax: (847)681-2407

MONITOR PRODUCTIONS
Richard Hines

110 E Main St

Wyanet, IL 61379-4510
monitorl 10@hotmail.com
Tel: (815) 699-2424

MORTON
ARBORETUM, THE
Lisa Wisner

4100 lllinois Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532
Iklisner@mortonarb.org
Tel: (630)719-7958
Fax: (630)719-7956

MUSCO LIGHTING, INC.
Doug Miller

1150 Powis Rd

West Chicago, IL 60185
promotions@musco.com
Tel: (630)920-6701

Fax: (630)876-9654

PDRMA

Dane Mall

2033 Burlington Ave
Lisle, IL 60532-1646
dmall@pdrma.org
Tel: (630)769-0332
Fax: (630)435-8999

P1ZZ0 &

ASSOCIATES, LTD.
Susan Kuntzendorf

PO BOX 98

Leland, IL 60531-0098
susank@pizzo.info

Tel: (815)495-2300
Fax: (815)498-4406

30 Illinois Parks & Recreation

PLAYWORLD PREFERRED
Andrea Marsh

13504-G South Point Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28273
andrea@playworldpreferred.com
Tel: (800)459-7241

Fax: (704)583-0074

POSSIBILITY PLACE NURSERY
Kelsay Shaw

7548 W Monee-Manhattan
Road l@)
Monee, IL 60449

kelsay@possibilityplace.com
Tel: (708)534-3988
Fax: (708)534-6272

REC BRANDS OF NORTHERN
IL/PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES

Patrick Puebla
4516 21st Avenue 1@)
Moline, IL 61265
ppueblarecbrandsgroup.com

Tel: (309) 339-0536

RILEY CONSTRUCTION

CO., INC

Barbara Riley

5301 99Th Ave

Kenosha, WI 53144-7870
barbr@rileycon.com

Tel: (262)658-4381

Fax: (262)605-2103

ROSE PAVING COMPANY
Candace Johnson

7300 W 100Th PI
Bridgeview, IL 60455-2414
cjohnson@rosepaving.com
Tel: (708)430-1100

Fax: (708)430-9100

SIGNATURE DESIGN
GROUP INC.

Greg Sagen

604 N Washington St
Naperville, IL 60563-3199
greg@sgntgroup.com

Tel: (630)305-3980

Fax: (630)305-3994

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips

One North LaSalle

Suite 4100

Chicago, IL 60602
dphillips@speerfinancial.com
Tel: (312)780-2280

Fax: (312)346-8833

SPRI PRODUCTS

Lizz Erickson

1769 Northwind Bivd
Libertyville, IL 60048
lizz.erickson@spri.com
Tel: (800) 222-7774
Fax: (303) 648-5418

1@/

STUDIO 222

ARCHITECTS LLC

Bridget Fallon

222 S Morgan St Ste 4B
Chicago, IL 60607-3093
bfallon@studio222architects.com
Tel: (312)850-4970

Fax: (312)850-4978

SUNDEK OF

ILLINOIS, INC.

Jake Olson

3810 Industrial Avenue
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
jaykz33@yahoo.com

Tel: (847)392-3939

Fax: (847)392-8844

TEAM REIL

Mike Cederlund

17421 Marengo Rd
Union, IL 60180-9692
mike@getreil.com

Tel: (815)923-2099
Fax: (815)923-2204

THE AT GROUP, INC.
Jerry Aulisio 1@)
7 N Wisner Street

Park Ridge, IL 60068
jaulisio@theatgrp.com
Tel: (847)692-7515

Fax: (847) 630-7932

THE LAKOTA GROUP

Scott Freres

212 W Kinzie St FI 3
Chicago, IL 60610
info@thelakotagroup.com
Tel: (312)467-5445

Fax: (312)467-5484

THE MULCH CENTER 1@)
Jim Seckelmann

21457 N Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015

laura@mulchcenter.com
Tel: (847)459-7200

USTA/MIDWEST SECTION
Jeff Giles

1310 E 96Th St
Indianapolis, IN 46240-3689
jeff@midwest.usta.com

Tel: (317)577-5130

Fax: (317)577-5131

VERMONT

SYSTEMS, INC.

Kathy Messier

12 Market Place

Essex Junction, VT 5452
sales@vermontsystems.com
Tel: (877)883-8757

Fax: (802)879-5368

WIGHT & COMPANY
Stephen Collins

2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561-1511
scollins@wightco.com
Tel: (630)739-6703
Fax: (630)969-7979

WILLIAMS

ARCHITECTS, LTD.

Karen Lellios

500 Park Blvd, Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
ktlellios@williamsarchitects.com
Tel: (630)221-1212

Fax: (630)221-1220

WILLS BURKE KELSEY

& ASSOCIATES

William Donnell

116 W Main St Ste 201

St Charles, IL 60174-1854
bdonnell@wbkengineering.com
Tel: (630)443-7755

Fax: (630)443-0533

WINTRUST FINANCIAL
Aimee Briles

500 Roosevelt Rd Ste 320
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137-2600
abriles@wintrust.com

Tel: (630)516-4685

Fax: (866)854-2115

www.ipraonline.com
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When investing, think of us as the rope.

Wise investing is like a long, difficult climb. It requires patience, skill, and — above all — constant attention to

LR R .

safety. At IPDLAF+ Class, our professional team bases its investment philosophy on one bedrock ideal:
preservation of principal. That means our members seek to avoid the missteps that can lead to financial
catastrophe. Call IPDLAF+ Class today at (800) 731-6830 or visit our web site at www.IPDLAForg.

We'll tell you more about how our focus on safety can help you reach your investment goals.

IPDLAF+ Class of the Illinois Trust
(800) 731-6830 - www.ipdlaf.org

IPDLAF+ Michelle Nemchik, Consultant « 312.523.2428
CLASS Don Jessen, Senior Marketing Representative » 630.361.2313
Jeff Schroeder, Managing Director « 312.523.2423

Sponsored by:
Illinois Association of Park Districts ¢ Illinois Park & Recreation Association

This information does not represent an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any fund or other security. Investors should
consider the Trust’s investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses before investing in the Trust. This and other information about the
Trust is available in the Trust'’s current Information Statements, which should be read carefully before investing. A copy of the Trust’s
Information Statement for the IIIT Class of the lllinois Portfolio and lllinois TERM may be obtained by calling 1-800-731-6870 or is available on
the Trust's website at www.iiit.us A copy of the Information Statement for the IPDLAF+ Class and lllinois TERM may be obtained by calling 1-
800-731-6830 or is available on its website at www.ipdlaf.org. While both the IlIT and IPDLAF+ Classes of the lllinois Portfolio seek to maintain
a stable net asset value of $1.00 per share and the lllinois TERM series seek to achieve a net asset value of $1.00 per share at its stated
maturity, it is possible to lose money investing in the Trust. An investment in the Trust is not insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation or any other government agency. Shares of the Trust are distributed by PFM Fund Distributors, Inc., member Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) (www.finra.org) and Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) (www.sipc.org). PFM Fund

Distributors, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of PFM Asset Management LLC. Al




]ts about gving them a SAFE PLACE
to make memories
IPARKS specidlizing in park districts for 21 years.

Since 1991, the Illinois Parks Association Risk Services (IPARKS) Program has been offering specialized coverage

to parks and recreation agencies throughout the state of Illinois. Today, IPARKS has over 160 members with an
impressive 99% retention rate.
Program Benefits:

* A unique membership program specifically tailored for Illinois park districts, forest preserves, and conservation
and recreation agencies.

* Endorsed and sponsored by the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD).

* Competitive premiums with a history of stable pricing.

* Proactive and responsive loss control services including legal representation at the time of a claim.
* Easy access to an educational online resource library.

* Rated AAA (Unsurpassed) by Demotech, Inc. for financial stability.

For more inf()[' mation contact an IPARKS Burnham & Flower Insurance Group
. 2000 West Pioneer Pkwy., Suite 25, Peoria, IL 61615
Representatlve today at 800—692’9522. info@bfgroup.com  www.iparks.org

Member owned and controlled.
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