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FROM THE EDITOR

— Wayne Utterback, Editor

The protection of open space 
is absolutely a group effort.

These areas, which provide 
us so many benefits, are a 
cornerstone of what makes 
Illinois such an amazing 
place to live.

Not only are there monetary 
benefits to securing and 
maintaining open space, 
such as increased property value and tax revenue, but 
there are also opportunities to use these spaces to 
improve the mental and physical health of residents 
and visitors.

As I've mentioned before, I am always looking for new 
trails and adventures to embark upon, and Illinois is 
loaded with so many opportunities for all of us to get 
outside and experience the greatness this state can 
offer. This past year has shown me just how 
motivated our communities can be once they realize 
the treasures they have right outside their door.

I'm excited for this issue because we have some 
fantastic articles looking in-depth at the work being 
done to make sure these beautiful locations are there 
for generations to come. Not only will we look at the 
work our conservation districts and forest preserve 
districts are doing, but we will also explore what 
being outdoors can do for your mind, body and soul.

With the retention of Open Space Land Acquisition 
and Development funding, there are more 
opportunities than ever to take advantage of the 
beautiful environments spread throughout Illinois. I 
look forward to seeing what agencies across Illinois 
do now that restrictions have been lifted.

On page 12, you’ll find Saving the Sand Savanna, 
looking at a crucial project being tackled by the Forest 
Preserve District of Will County. On page 16, learn 
more about how agencies differ but can also work 
together in Forest Preserves, Park Districts & 
Conservation Districts: Partners in Resiliency. In 
Creating a Conservation District on page 22, we 
learn how the Boone County Conservation District 
came to fruition. Finally, on page 26, Jo Burns 
explores the benefits to engaging outdoors with 
Mother Nature is Calling… Are you Going to Pick Up 
or Send Her to Voice Mail?

Go visit one of the many amazing outdoor areas this 
state offers before summer ends and take a moment 
to appreciate the beautiful land we've preserved for 
generations to come!
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Brenda Zeck 
Announces Retirement
Brenda Zeck, executive 

director of the Warren Special 

Recreation Association 

(WSRA), announced her 

retirement as of June 18, 

2021. Brenda's 32-year 

career in therapeutic 

recreation has included 25 

years at WSRA, and also the 

roles of recreation specialist 

and manager of program support at Northern Suburban 

Special Recreation Association (NSSRA). 

With the assistance of Warren Township, WSRA was 

able to move their administrative offices to a larger 

building which provides much needed program space for 

its ever popular adult day program. In addition, she took 

the lead in forming a 501 (c)(3), Friends of the Warren 

Special Recreation Association which assists in providing 

scholarships and program supplies. 

The most recent committees that Brenda was involved in 

were the PACE Suburban ADA Advisory Committee, the 

PDRMA Wellness Committee and the IPRA Legislative 

and Advocacy Committee.

Dan Leahy New Executive 
Director at WDSRA
The Western DuPage Special 
Recreation Association 
(WDSRA) has announced Dan 
Leahy as executive director. 
Dan has served in local 
government for the past 15 
years with experience in various 
roles at the Schaumburg Park 
District, the Bolingbrook Park 

District and the City of Elmhurst. He also has experience 
in the private sector as a marketing/communications 
professional. Most recently, as part of the Fox Valley Park 
District's executive team, he led the marketing/
communications/business development efforts and has 
served as a board member at the Fox Valley Special 
Recreation Association.

He is a graduate of Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale and recently earned his master's in public 
administration from Aurora University. 
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In Memoriam
Illinois Parks & 
Recreation magazine 
extends its 
condolences to the 
family and friends of 
Robbins Park District 
Board President 
Maurice Nesbit, who 
passed away July 2.

Nesbit served the 
Robbins Park District 
for 28 years. During 

his tenure as president, he brought the local 
carnival back, brought the first ever circus to the 
district, expanded the “Breakfast with Santa” 
program toy giveaway to help 400 youth, 
installed a youth splash pad, installed outdoor 
fitness equipment and much more.

Bloomingdale Park 
District Announces 
New Director of 
Finance
Bloomingdale Park District 
announced that Jennifer 
Vale has been named the 
new director of finance. 

Vale has worked in the BPD finance department 
since October 2017. Prior to joining the 
Bloomingdale Park District, she was a senior staff 
accountant at United Airlines from 2004-2012.

Vale holds a bachelor's degree in accounting from 
DePaul University. She attained Certified Public 
Accountant status in 2004.

Beckie Korzyniewski New 
Executive Director at WSRA
Beckie Korzyniewski was recently 
selected as the new executive 
director for the Warren Special 
Recreation Association (WSRA) in 
Gurnee.  

Korzyniewski assumed the position 
on June 16, 2021.  She joins the 
WSRA agency with 20 plus years 
of experience in the parks and 
recreation field. A native of 

Wisconsin, she graduated from the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse with a degree in recreation management/business in 
1998.  Soon after graduating, Beckie began her career as a 
recreation supervisor with the Gurnee Park District in 1999. 

After spending 10 years with the Gurnee Park District, she 
expanded her experience serving as the assistant manager at 
the Patty Turner Center with the Deerfield Park District, 
assistant superintendent of recreation with the Glencoe Park 
District, upon returning to the Gurnee Park District in 2015 to 
fulfill the position of manager of recreation and facilities.
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Illinois residents don't have to travel 3,000 miles to the 
Galapagos Islands to see an ecosystem teeming with 
exotic diversity.

Just head south of Joliet in Will County to a cluster of 
preserves that provide the rare conditions necessary for 
an incredible mix of native plants, animals, insects and 
birds to survive and thrive.

The preserves feature a wonderful abundance of native 
species and a mixture not found elsewhere in the county.
For instance, if you take a hike in Kankakee Sands 
Preserve in July, you're likely to see swamp milkweed, 

By Cindy Cain, Public Information Officer, Forest Preserve District of Will County

great blue lobelia, common milkweed, sand milkweed, 
spotted hemlock, blue iris, golden aster, elderberry, 
button bush, marsh vetch, marsh field fern and showy 
tick trefoil, to name a few.

Two unique things about this particular part of the 
county are the sandy soil, which supports an unusual 
suite of species, and the remnant prairies, wetlands and 
savannas that are all in the same area. This is the only 
place in Will County where that can be found, said Floyd 
Catchpole, the Forest Preserve District of Will County's 
land management program coordinator.
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The sand featured in southern Will County came from 
glacial Lake Wauponsee, which was created during a 
massive flood that occurred around 19,000 years ago.

Disappearing savanna
Catchpole refers to this region, which is located east of 
Braidwood and west of the Kankakee River, as 
Braidwood Sands. It consists of the Forest Preserve's 
Braidwood Dunes and Savanna Nature Preserve, Sand 
Ridge Savanna Nature Preserve and Kankakee Sands 
Preserve as well as two state-owned nature preserves, 
Hitts Siding Prairie and Wilmington Shrub Prairie.

The diverse mosaic protects 8,000 insect species and 
750 native plant species as well as birds, mammals, 
reptiles, mosses and mushrooms. The region is one of 
the rarest ecosystems in North America and all the 
preserves combined protect a type of landscape that has 
been shrinking for decades.

According to Catchpole, savannas once stretched 
between the Great Plains and the Eastern deciduous 
forest in a great ribbon that was hundreds of miles wide 
in places. But the savannas have declined partly due to 
the creation of pastures for animals and the practice of 

 The region is one of the 
rarest ecosystems in North 

America and all the 
preserves combined 

protect a type of landscape 
that has been shrinking for 

decades.
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allowing parcels to fill with trees. Nonnative cool season 
grasses were planted after the Dust Bowl to “improve” 
pastures and hay meadows; natural fires were suppressed 
for more than 60 years; and invasive species took root.

That is why the forest preserve district and the state are 
striving to save this stunningly beautiful landscape with an 
intensive effort that started around a decade ago.

The forest preserve and state of Illinois have combined 
efforts to protect 2,798 acres of sand savanna in Will 
County along the Kankakee River east of Braidwood. The 
Braidwood Sands ecosystem is composed of a mosaic of 
black-and-white-oak sand savanna groves, sand prairie, 
sand shrub prairie, sand seeps, sedge meadow, marshes, 
ponds, the Kankakee River, small streams, ditches and 
agricultural fields.

The site also shelters a group of state-endangered or 
threatened species made up of 18 plants, two turtles, two 
birds and one insect.

“What we're doing is knitting together these remnants of 
nature preserves by converting the agricultural fields to 
their native state,” Catchpole said. “And we still have half 
of the acreage to go.”

Providing public access
The forest preserve district opened its latest public access 
area in the Braidwood Sands region in December 2017. 
The Kankakee Sands – Route 113 Access area features a 
picnic shelter and 2.5 miles of trail. 

Ralph Schultz, the forest preserve district's executive 
director, said the Kankakee Sands Preserve restoration and 
improvement project provided both a chance to link, buffer 
and enhance two state nature preserves and also to fulfill 
the goal to expand recreational and educational 
opportunities for visitors to get close to nature and 
experience firsthand the transition of the preserve. 

Access to nature can have a healing and calming effect on 
visitors, he added. As the restoration effort continues, 
visitors will be treated to an ever-changing kaleidoscope 
each season. The district believes it is important to provide 
people with access to their forest preserves so they can 
experience the wilds of Will County.

'Rough shape'
The area was in “rough shape” when Catchpole said he 
first viewed it in 2001 after being hired by the forest 
preserve. Sunny savannas and wet prairies were often 
choked with invasive trees and shrubs and much of the 
land was either in agriculture, or showed clear signs of 
former plowing or overgrazing.



A savanna should have less than a 50 percent tree canopy, 
he explained. “If you spend the day walking in a savanna, 
you should get a sunburn.”

Forest preserve restoration efforts include removing 
invasive species, including trees and shrubs; thinning the 
overabundant deer herd that overgraze the land; removing 
drain tiles; strategically closing ditches in a way to not 
cause flooding on neighboring properties; seeding; and 
prescribed burning. 

The seeding is performed in winter when there is snow 
cover, which has proven to be a more efficient method to 
get seed to germinate in the spring. Some of the seed 
being used in the Braidwood Sands region comes from The 
Nature Conservancy. The agency provides surplus seed 
from a nursery in an area of Indiana that features the same 
type of sandy soil. In exchange for the seed, the Forest 
Preserve provides monitoring and management assistance 
at the nursery.

Schultz said that partnering with nongovernmental 
organizations at Kankakee Sands Preserve and throughout 
Will County was essential to protect, restore and enhance 
our forest preserves. 

Nurturing nature
The restoration work is designed to restore the land to its 
native, sunnier state. 

The landscape, up until around 1970, still consisted of a 
lot of marsh, prairie, and sand savanna, although the 
savanna wasn't open and sunny anymore. Between the 

1970s and now, the sunny savannas and woodlands 
became much darker and the wetlands became much 
shrubbier and the prairies often grew over with trees and 
shrubs.

This shift matters because with today's landscape being 
dominated by agriculture and development, these natural 
areas have become islands. If the district is going to 
protect the biodiversity that's there, Catchpole said, they 
need to protect the landscape that was there. So, the 
district is working to restore the marshes and the prairies 
and the savannas to sunny conditions again.

Many wildflowers have responded to the forest preserve's 
restoration efforts.

Catchpole said that the once-scarce and lovely pink 
meadow beauty now occurs in swaths along the margins of 
many wetlands. The strange, tall and stately rattlesnake 
master now stands like thousands of slender yuccas among 
the prairie grasses and lures moths in for a feast. And the 
beautiful orange Michigan lilies are flowering in every 
preserve and setting seed for the first time in decades.

Most exciting of all, he added, is the return of grass pink 
orchids, which had been virtually eliminated in Will 
County, and the discovery of the state-threatened Eryngium 
stem borer moth, which feeds on rattlesnake master.

If the district can assemble and manage a large enough 
refuge, it will be able to preserve a diverse ecosystem full 
of bizarre and beautiful species for the enjoyment of the 
people of Will County for centuries to come.
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Working for the Forest Preserve District of Kane County, I often take calls from the public 
that are meant for one of the park districts in our county. When I redirect those callers, I'm 
not surprised that park district reps have plenty of their own experience directing forest 
preserve-related calls back my way. It shouldn't come as a surprise that residents are 
confused by the differences between park districts, forest preserves and conservation 

F O R E S T P R E S E R V E S , P A R K S D I S T R I C T S & C O N S E R V A T I O N D I S T R I C T S :  

B Y B E N H A B E R T H U R 
D i r e c t o r o f N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s , F o r e s t P r e s e r v e D i s t r i c t o f K a n e C o u n t y 

Partners in 
Resiliency 
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districts, when we have many staff and even elected 
officials who struggle with the same question. They're all 
open spaces, right? Decades of collaboration and shared 
achievements have intertwined our histories. We have 
parks with prairies and preserves with disc-golf courses. 
What gives? While our organizations can appear to be the 
same thing on the surface, let's break them down so you'll 
better know the differences, and can better convey that to 
residents, as well.

Brief history of park districts
Chicago has always had a large pull on anything in Illinois, 
and the history of park and forest preserve districts is no 
exception. First incorporated in 1837, the City of Chicago 
chose the Latin motto “Urbs in Horto” which translates to 
City in a Garden. This may indicate an early desire to 
preserve green space. Chicago even dedicated parcels for 
preservation prior to incorporation. You can follow the 
evolution of the Chicago Park District on their website at 
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/history-
chicagos-park. There, you can learn about the creation of 
the Daniel Burnham plan, how Soldier Field came to be, 
the creation of Grant Park and Buckingham Fountain, and 

ththe origins of the iconic fieldhouses. Early 20  century 
projects of the Chicago Park District centered around 
public health, such as transitions from poorly constructed 
cemeteries to parks, and the construction of places to gain 
relief from overcrowded tenements. Over time, the Chicago 
Park District slowly transitioned into the quality-of-life role 
it plays today, with more than 8,800 acres of open space 
across 600 parks. 

Closer to home for me, the St. Charles Park District is one 
whose history typifies many park districts across the state. 
They formed in 1912, after the passage of the Illinois Park 
Act. The Act permitted park districts to form and acquire 
land for park and playground purposes and to improve, 
maintain and equip the same as a park or playground, and 
to place permanent buildings and structures thereon. St. 
Charles voters passed non-referendum bonding authority 
for their district in the late 1960s, and that has enabled 
the district to grow into what it is today — almost 1,500 
acres across 59 parks, with amenities including 
playgrounds, athletic fields, community centers, aquatic 
facilities, an environmental education center, a nine-hole 
golf course, a substantial trail system, dog parks, natural 
areas and more. 

A brief history of forest preserve 
districts
The Forest Preserve District of Cook County became the 
first forest preserve district in the state in 1913. The Cook 
County Forest Preserve District Act stipulated that the 
newly formed district could acquire lands “for the purpose 
of protecting and preserving the flora, fauna and scenic 
beauties within such district, and to restore, restock, 
protect and preserve the natural forests and such lands 
together with their flora and fauna, as nearly as may be, in 
their natural state and condition, for the purpose of the 
education, pleasure and recreation of the public.”  

While our organizations 
can appear to be the same 
thing on the surface, let’s 
break them down, so you�ll 
better know the differences, 
and can better convey that 
to residents, as well.



w w w . I L i p r a . o r g1 8   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

Today, the rebranded Forest Preserves of Cook County 
boast over 70,000 acres of protected lands. They serve 
more than 5 million people, by far the most of any district 
in the state. The scale at which the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County operate, along with its unique founding 
legislature, have made it a standout amongst Illinois' forest 
preserve districts. There are far too many amenities to list, 
but some of the highlights include their operation of the 
Chicago Botanic Garden and Brookfield Zoo.

The 10 remaining forest preserve districts in the state are 
mandated by the Downstate Forest Preserve Act. This Act 
passed in 1915, and has the same stated purpose as Cook 
County's, but with slight financial and governance 
distinctions, primarily related to population. 

There doesn't seem to be a common story on how the 
various forest preserve districts have grown and developed 
over time. The Lake County Forest Preserves have a well-
documented origin story about Ethel Untermyer who in 
1957, simply wanted more nearby open space in which to 
visit with her son. She was able spark the creation of a 
whole district.  The Lake County Forest Preserves now 
comprise nearly 31,000 acres. While most forest preserve 
districts cover a county, they can also be smaller. The 
Byron Forest Preserve District, for example, covers the city 
of Byron, in Ogle County.

The Forest Preserve District of Kane County formed in 
1925 and then quickly purchased the Johnson's Mound 
Forest Preserve in Elburn. Initially referred to simply as 
“Preserve #1,” Johnson's Mound puts on one of the most 
beautiful, annual displays of spring ephemeral wildflowers, 
anywhere in Chicagoland. 

The district was slow to acquire land in its first 74 years. 
In 1999, the district owned just over 6,900 acres — less 
than half of what the other collar counties had protected. 
At that time, public concern over the rate of development, 
without similar increases in protected open space, led to 
the district's first referendum for land acquisition and 
capital improvements. That referendum was a success, 
garnering 66.5 percent of the vote in favor of expanding 
the district's holdings.

To date, the voters of Kane County have made up for lost 
time. They have approved five forest preserve district 
referenda for land acquisition and capital improvements, 
totaling $310 million. This has resulted in a rapid 
expansion of the district's holdings. Today, the forest 
preserve district has protected roughly 23,000 acres. Of 
those, about 16,000 acres are under natural areas 
restoration. Less than 6,000 acres are under agricultural 
leases (about 115 acres are converted to natural areas, 
each year). The remainder are primarily trails and high-use 
amenities that make the preserves accessible. Along with 
the traditional forest preserve uses (trails for hiking, biking, 
and equestrian riding; a nature center; campgrounds; and 

Whether you work for a nature�first forest 
preserve district, or a recreation�oriented park 

district, both work in tandem. 
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various picnic shelters) the district also owns two golf 
courses, a minor league baseball stadium (home of the 
Kane County Cougars) and an ice rink that doubles as 
district headquarters.

Next up, conservation districts
Along with the 11 forest preserve districts across the state, 
Illinois also has five conservation districts. McHenry 
County Conservation District is the largest, at over 25,500 
acres. That's especially impressive considering they were 
only formed under the Conservation District Act in 1971!  
Conservation districts are similar in scope than forest 
preserve districts, but they have different legislative and 
taxing authority. 

Conservation areas (as opposed to preserves) may or may 
not be open to the public based on ecological sensitivities 
of area. Interestingly, they can be multi-county in scope, up 
to five, but it does not appear any place has yet exercised 
that option. Conservation districts put protection of 
natural resources before all else.

The Main Differences
The differences in the missions and the historic execution 
of those missions at so many park, forest preserve districts 
and conservation districts is not found in the specific 
projects completed and amenities provided by each district 
but rather in the prioritization of those objectives. 

The first priority of Chicago Park District's mission is “to 
enhance the quality of life in Chicago by becoming the 
leading provider of recreation and leisure opportunities.” 
The banner on every page of the St. Charles Park District's 
website is only three words: “Enriching your life.” Park 
districts put people and recreation before all else.
Forest preserve district missions harken back to the 
Downstate Forest Preserve Act.  In 1981, then director of 
the Winnebago County Forest Preserve District, Robert 
Manke, simplified their role: 

“…a forest preserve district is a regional open 
space agency charged with the responsibility 
of acquiring, developing and maintaining 
properties for the specific purpose of 
protecting and preserving the natural 
resources located on the property. In doing so, 
they have further statutory responsibility to 
provide education and recreation facilities for 
the public.”  Illinois Parks and Recreation 17 
March/April 1981



As Manke put it, conservation comes first, followed by 
education and recreation.  Forest preserve districts put 
nature and its conservation before all else.

Whether you work for a nature-first forest preserve district, 
or a recreation-oriented park district, both work in tandem. 
The entities are different, but both provide quality of life 
benefits to Illinois residents. While one focuses first on 
nature, and the other primarily focuses on recreational 
amenities, residents get the best of both worlds. One can 
visit Geneva Park District's spray ground in the morning, 
and watch the pelicans return to Dick Young Forest 
Preserve while hiking in the afternoon.

Looking forward
The people of Illinois have met and overcome daunting 
challenges since the inception of both the forest preserve 
and park district systems, more than 100 years ago. 
Together with conservation districts, we certainly will face 
major dilemmas in the next century. Climate change and 
the Sixth Great Extinction are not simple problems that will 
have simple solutions. But just as past investments in our 

public open spaces have resulted in having literal room-to-
breathe in the parks and forest preserves during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic (as it surely did during the Flu 
Pandemic of 1918 as well) our soil can save us. 

We and our open spaces become stronger and more 
resilient to an uncertain future when we care for our land 
as we care for ourselves. There is a saying amongst 
restoration ecologists: Diversity equals resiliency. Having a 
diverse portfolio of all types of open space is how we build 
the capacity to recover quickly from difficult conditions. 
Our ancestors left us the legacy of a strong open space 
network. Open spaces helped them overcome physical and 
mental health challenges like World Wars, pandemics and 
personal struggles. 

Let's continue to support our parks, conservation areas and 
preserves! Let's do the most we can, while it's our turn, to 
protect the land we share. The distinctions between the 
separate entities still make sense, and may be even more 
relevant now. 
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On November 4, 1964, the residents of Boone County created a new, local government agency.  It 
was the first of its kind, whose charge was to conserve land and water resources; enhance the 
ecological productivity of those resources; provide educational programming; and afford the public 
with opportunity for compatible outdoor recreation.  Early on, the Boone County Conservation 
District (BCCD) developed a mission statement, which provides guidance to the board and staff.  
This statement is broad in scope but focuses the district with respect to its policies and operational 
management.  It reads: “Preserve and manage natural areas and open spaces for ecological, 
educational, and recreational benefits of present and future generations.”  Since its inception, the 
BCCD has held fast to this directive. Voters in 1964 created an opportunity and gifted that 
opportunity to all future residents.   

C R E A T I N G A 

D I S T R I C T
By Dan Kane, Executive Director, Boone County Conservation District
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Now, long reaches of shimmering riffles will always be 
open to paddlers silently gliding on the Kishwaukee's north 
branch.  Families can feel the crunch of newly fallen snow 
as they tromp across trails at Distillery Road Conservation 
Area. In fact, the Boone County Conservation District 
(BCCD) now provides opportunities for the public to enjoy 
outdoor experiences at nearly 30 different sites spanning 
over 4,000-acres of important conservation lands. 
 
Even better, these important conservation lands contribute 
many unseen benefits.  These lands allow local streams 
and rivers to function naturally – affording the right space 
for floodwaters to stretch out and slowly flow across a 
natural floodplain.  Facilitating this natural function can 
create a cascade of complementing benefits – slower 
flowing floodwaters allow sediment to settle out and 
replenish soil nutrients. Remnant or reintroduced native 
plants use those nutrients and provide or enhance habitat 
for many species in need of conservation.  Filtering out 
sediments also improves water quality in the stream, 
which improves conditions for fish, mussels, and other 
critters that live in or depend on those waters.  Everything 
is connected!

Who would not marvel at the site of an eagle snatching its 
breakfast out of Piscasaw Creek?  A vision become reality 
due to an alignment of special circumstances. Starting with 
a pair of eagles selecting a nest tree along the banks of 
Piscasaw Creek. This vision also hinged on the following: 
landowners who wanted to preserve this unique setting & 
offered to gift nearly 50% of their property's value; the 
existence of the BCCD to accept & manage the land; and 
grant funding to provide the financial support needed to 

complete an acquisition. That is a string of what ifs! Now, 
BCCD owns those important conservation lands - where 
pairs of eagles have been nesting and rearing young since 
at least 2012.  The initial two eagles hold the distinction 
of being the first documented pair to call Boone County 
home since DDT was banned in 1972. This site is now 
called Funderburg North Conservation Area and that 
nesting location has been successfully used by differing 
pairs of eagles every year since then.  And yes, there is a 
Funderburg South Conservation Area too!

K I S H W A U K E E R I V E R R I F F L E , K I S H W A U K E E V A L L E Y C O N S E R V A T I O N A R E A . P H O T O C R E D I T : D A N K A N E

O X B O W W E T L A N D I N R I P A R I A N C O R R I D O R O F K I S H W A U K E E 

R I V E R A T K I S H W A U K E E V A L L E Y C O N S E R V A T I O N A R E A .

P H O T O C R E D I T : D A N K A N E
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It is important to acknowledge that our conservation 
district was not created to function as or duplicate the 
functions of a park district.  Although our sites may look 
like parks, we do not manage them the same way a park 
district does, a fact that often confuses our patrons but 
affords us an educational opportunity when we are 
questioned. BCCD Trustees, staff, and volunteers strive to 
provide the community with something that can be valued 
even if they never set foot on a district site. 

It is doubtful that our founders thought there would be a 
need for climate resilience as part of their original vision.  
Many unexpected changes have unfolded since 1964 and 
our agency is well-positioned to contribute significantly to 
address our current critical trends.  We utilize a science-
based approach to managing the important conservation 
lands now entrusted to our care.  These lands demonstrate 
a plethora of conservation elements that could be scalable 
to backyard applications; agricultural settings or practically 
any landscape where the landowner is interested in 
restoring natural functions and values.  BCCD's natural 
resource professionals and professional conservation 
educators offer a wide range of programs and activities to 
the community.  In doing this, the BCCD serves as a model 
for residents, students, agricultural producers, or anyone 
really with an interest in learning more about how they 
might incorporate conservation practices or plantings into 
their respective circumstances.

Class field trips, summer camp programs, and other 
special events are key components of district operations.  
Conservation and environmental education take place year-

round. Annual events like the Boone County Fair provide 
unique educational opportunities for our district trustees, 
staff, and volunteers to engage with large numbers of 
people drawn from both a local and a regional audience.  
School programs developed by BCCD educators ensure 
teacher objectives and relevant state standards are strongly 
woven into the curriculum. 

The value we contribute to the Boone County region was 
never more apparent than during the pandemic.  At the 
onset of this world-altering event, district staff continued to 
provide the essential services associated with an open-
space agency – safe access and use of district sites and 
outdoor facilities.  The leadership team went into overdrive 
to ensure we developed and implemented protocols to 
mitigate risks associated with COVID-19.  The result of 
that effort was a seamless extension of services and an 
actual expansion of sites available for public uses.  Under 
normal circumstances the district seasonally closes several 
sites to public use in correlation with the departure of the 
seasonal workforce and the depletion of funds budgeted for 
seasonal staff.  As the pandemic unfolded, numerous 
comments and requests were posted to our social media 
sites seeking to have the seasonally closed sites re-opened.  
The challenge was met, and the community immediately 
took advantage of new opportunities to relieve stress and 
enjoy nature. Every employee contributed to developing 
and implementing the district's “Infectious Disease 
Outbreak Response Plan.” The success of which can be 
defined any number of ways, but the most telling and 
important of these is the fact that none of our employees 
became ill with COVID-19.

R E S T O R E D N A T I V E P R A I R I E W I T H L U P I N E S B L O O M I N G I N F O R E G R O U N D , O A K S A V A N N A I N B A C K G R O U N D , P I S C A S A W F E N 
C O N S E R V A T I O N A R E A .   P H O T O C R E D I T : D A N K A N E
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Conservation areas need constant attention to ensure sites 
are kept safe for public use and managed for the ecological 
functions just like park sites do.  The BCCD has an 
exceptional team of eight full-time staff who have become 
the proverbial well-oiled machine adapted to this unique 
agency. Regardless of whether you walk in with a question, 
seek to serve as a volunteer, sign-up for a program, or 
purchase your pooch a tag at the Hammertime Off-leash 
Dog Area - our team aims to deliver the best service we 
can provide. 

Seeing the glint of appreciation in a patron's eyes or 
hearing the excitement in their voice as they describe their 
experiences at one of our conservation areas is most 
rewarding.  A recent phone call conveyed ecstatic voices 
jointly pronouncing the joy experienced during a recent 
visit to the Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area.  Their 
enthusiasm eloquently described the hypnotic dance of 
thousands of gently swaying lupines bursting in purplish-
blue and radiating an equally gentle fragrance on the 
slightest morning breeze, all the while buzzing with the 
hum of pollinators zipping between the blooms. You cannot 
quantify the value of that! 
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B Y J O B U R N S , M S , C T R S

The pandemic created a surge of opportunity to get back to nature.  Suddenly, 
many of us were working and schooling from home and the urge to move and be 
outside was undeniable.  As winter gave way to spring in 2020, the computer, 
Zoom and home office could no longer contain us.  The project to revamp the 
front yard and the desire to hit the trail beckoned.  For my family, we chose to 

get on our bikes.  What did your family choose? Gardening, walking, hiking, bird 
watching, nature play, fishing, dining al fresca on newly closed streets? 
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Connecting to nature happens in a variety of spaces and 

places.  Nature is our backyard, the dandelion growing in 

the crack of the sidewalks, the trees outside our window, 

in urban and wild trails, local parks and open space. Being 

outdoors and near nature, no matter how you may define 

it, offers many benefits to our health both physically, 

socially, emotionally, and mentally.   In nature we can be 

more physically active with a plethora of activities available 

to us whether we choose to participate in something 

organized through our local parks and recreation 

department or planned on our own. Physical activity does 

amazing things to benefit minds and bodies.  A few of 

these amazing benefits include releasing endorphins, 

boosting energy, jumpstarting creativity, reducing chronic 

pain symptoms, and helping us manage or lose weight.

Whether at the local park or downtown on the promenade, 

being in the outdoors provided an opportunity to connect 

socially and be in proximity of one another, our families, 

and our pets with less fear of spreading COVID-19.  Our 

awareness was heightened, yet being with people, in some 

semblance of community provided a sense of 

connectedness and that was our desire. Kids longed to see 

other kids and people who were not their parents. Being 

outside in the neighborhood or at the park created an 

opportunity for those chance encounters to connect with 

others. The park became a respite, even when the 

playgrounds had been taped off.  Parents had to get more 

creative and frequently looked to recreation programmers, 

social media, and Google for ideas. Being outside with 

other people meant we got that boost of oxytocin, the smile 

or cuddle hormone that helps us feel connected.  

Mentally, having a change of scenery that was not on our 

computer, was imperative to our sense of peace, calm, and 

sanity. So many people experienced this pandemic 

differently, from those on the frontlines in our medical 

facilities and grocery stores (yes, there are many more), to 

those in the service industry who lost their jobs, to those in 

black and brown communities that were hit hardest by the 

incidence of the virus, to women and men who became 

home-school teachers and caregivers, while being 

employees and business owners. The outdoors became a 

type of respite, place of hope and space for renewal. 

 

As the pandemic waned on, we began to see health, public 

health, parks, and nature used 100's of times together in 

the news, social media and articles all over the place.  As 

parks and recreation professionals, we know there is a 

profound connection between health, parks, and nature.  

Outdoor Magazine was pronouncing nature as our next 

wonder drug and it's free.  When everything else was 

closed, Mother Nature was still open.  

As a parks and recreation professional, I was thrilled to see 

more people answering to the call of Mother Nature and 

connecting with the outdoors, but I also had questions 

about capacity, access, and resources.  I wondered how 

were we going to handle the surge, the increase in foot and 

bike traffic, and an increase in pets and poop? 
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On a bike ride in mid-summer, I remember seeing 100's of 

people with their dogs at the dog park, the parking lot was 

overflowing as was the trash can. Despite the overflow, it 

was the look of joy, contentment, and freedom on the faces 

of the people that caught my eye as we rode by.

How were we going to encourage community members to 

experience Mother Nature close to home?    It was difficult 

to see our national parks close in some places simply 

because it couldn't provide adequate space for people to 

gather, recreate and play in a safe way.  Our local, urban, 

suburban, and rural parks and wild places all have the 

ability to positively affect our health in a multitude of ways 

without having to travel too far from home. 

There also became the awareness that not all of us could 

experience Mother Nature equitably, whether because of 

geographic location, proximity, cost, access, transportation, 

feeling welcome or other obstacles. We need to 

acknowledge that not everyone has the same experience in 

nature and our outdoor spaces.   Not because nature itself 

is biased but because those of us who are stewards, 

providers, caretakers, builders, and programmers certainly 

are and needed opportunities to grow, learn and make 

change.  This made me think about how we were going to 

support newcomers unfamiliar with or unprepared to be 

out enjoying Mother Nature's splendor. Would we offer 

resources and programs focused on what people need to 

know?

Over this last year, parks and recreation professionals were 

suddenly the essential resource and answer we were 

looking for yet, at the same time, our parks organizations 

were sending folks on furlough or having to get creative 

with redeployment. Without a doubt parks maintenance 

crews were the unsung first responder heroes keeping our 

parks, trails, and open space open, clean, and available to 

community members.  I think they have an “in” with 

Mother Nature that the rest of us can only dream about. 

Promoting opportunities in nature both big and small, 

local, or distant, lends the opportunity for us to educate, 

advocate for conservation and preservation, as well as 

acknowledge and balance the need to be places to explore, 

recreate and renew as humans.  

Ready to answer the call and share with your community 

how Mother Nature can have a positive effect on your 

health?

A few ideas on ways to “brag” on Mother Nature and share 

online or in your activity brochure.

•  Highlight a park, trail, or open space each issue or week 

online – share what amenities, wildlife or plants are known 

for being seen there, how they contribute to the health of 

that eco system. 
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•  Share a “Fun Fact” about nature found in your 

community on your social media each week. Example - 

you can get your daily dose of Vitamin D in 10-30 minutes 

of sunshine time. OR trees emit phytoncides which protect 

the trees from bugs and disease and can help kill cancer 

cells in humans.

•  Try a “Did you know” series at your nature, recreation, 

or community center. Example – “Did you know that the 

tree canopy reduces the UVB rays by 50%, which helps 

reduce exposure to harmful rays and reduces the incidence 

of skin cancer?”  Or, “Did you know urban trees 

significantly reduce the amounts of carbon emitted into the 

atmosphere?”

•  Create advocates and champions for your local parks 

and natural spaces by “catching” people outside and 

congratulating them on doing something positive for their 

health. Share a free day pass or entry fee. 

•  Offer free Nature Play programs for kids and parents – 

provide supplies (kid binoculars, magnifying glasses, 

cloths, clothes pins, buckets, shovels) and a natural space 

or park with a variety of features and let them explore, make 

temporary forts, look at bugs.  You'd be surprised how many 

kids and parents need nudging to get dirty and just play.

As parks and recreation professionals, whether you are in 

parks maintenance, programming, sports, special events or 

active adults, we all have the opportunity and responsibility 

to answer Mother Nature's call to spend more time with her 

in a multitude of ways from short bursts, weekend 

adventures to week-long holidays, in green, blue, and brown 

spaces both built and natural. We also have a duty to help 

others learn what Mother Nature can provide and sharing 

that with others not only in our favorite ways, but in formats 

our community members might most find enjoyable.  There 

is plenty of nature to go around, be accessible and 

welcoming to all. 

Jo Burns is a facilitator, speaker and consultant 

determined to make a difference in the world, one 

connection at a time.  Connect with her at 

jo@joburnsconnects.com. 





Brenda Zeck 
Announces Retirement
Brenda Zeck, executive 

director of the Warren Special 

Recreation Association 

(WSRA), announced her 

retirement as of June 18, 

2021. Brenda's 32-year 

career in therapeutic 

recreation has included 25 

years at WSRA, and also the 

roles of recreation specialist 

and manager of program support at Northern Suburban 

Special Recreation Association (NSSRA). 

With the assistance of Warren Township, WSRA was 

able to move their administrative offices to a larger 

building which provides much needed program space for 

its ever popular adult day program. In addition, she took 

the lead in forming a 501 (c)(3), Friends of the Warren 

Special Recreation Association which assists in providing 

scholarships and program supplies. 

The most recent committees that Brenda was involved in 

were the PACE Suburban ADA Advisory Committee, the 

PDRMA Wellness Committee and the IPRA Legislative 

and Advocacy Committee.

Dan Leahy New Executive 
Director at WDSRA
The Western DuPage Special 
Recreation Association 
(WDSRA) has announced Dan 
Leahy as executive director. 
Dan has served in local 
government for the past 15 
years with experience in various 
roles at the Schaumburg Park 
District, the Bolingbrook Park 

District and the City of Elmhurst. He also has experience 
in the private sector as a marketing/communications 
professional. Most recently, as part of the Fox Valley Park 
District's executive team, he led the marketing/
communications/business development efforts and has 
served as a board member at the Fox Valley Special 
Recreation Association.

He is a graduate of Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale and recently earned his master's in public 
administration from Aurora University. 
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In Memoriam
Illinois Parks & 
Recreation magazine 
extends its 
condolences to the 
family and friends of 
Robbins Park District 
Board President 
Maurice Nesbit, who 
passed away July 2.

Nesbit served the 
Robbins Park District 
for 28 years. During 

his tenure as president, he brought the local 
carnival back, brought the first ever circus to the 
district, expanded the “Breakfast with Santa” 
program toy giveaway to help 400 youth, 
installed a youth splash pad, installed outdoor 
fitness equipment and much more.

Bloomingdale Park 
District Announces 
New Director of 
Finance
Bloomingdale Park District 
announced that Jennifer 
Vale has been named the 
new director of finance. 

Vale has worked in the BPD finance department 
since October 2017. Prior to joining the 
Bloomingdale Park District, she was a senior staff 
accountant at United Airlines from 2004-2012.

Vale holds a bachelor's degree in accounting from 
DePaul University. She attained Certified Public 
Accountant status in 2004.

Beckie Korzyniewski New 
Executive Director at WSRA
Beckie Korzyniewski was recently 
selected as the new executive 
director for the Warren Special 
Recreation Association (WSRA) in 
Gurnee.  

Korzyniewski assumed the position 
on June 16, 2021.  She joins the 
WSRA agency with 20 plus years 
of experience in the parks and 
recreation field. A native of 

Wisconsin, she graduated from the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse with a degree in recreation management/business in 
1998.  Soon after graduating, Beckie began her career as a 
recreation supervisor with the Gurnee Park District in 1999. 

After spending 10 years with the Gurnee Park District, she 
expanded her experience serving as the assistant manager at 
the Patty Turner Center with the Deerfield Park District, 
assistant superintendent of recreation with the Glencoe Park 
District, upon returning to the Gurnee Park District in 2015 to 
fulfill the position of manager of recreation and facilities.
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Suite 110  

Downers Grove, IL 60515

630-271-0500 PH

ccs@corporateconstruction

services.com 
www.corporateconstruction

services.com

Frederick Quinn Corporation

Jack Hayes  

103 S Church St  

Addison, IL 60101-3746

630-628-8500 PH

jhayes@fquinncorp.com  

www.fquinncorp.com 

Henry Bros. Co.

Marc Deneau   

9821 S 78th Ave  

Hickory Hills, IL 60457-
2324

708-430-5400 PH

mdeneau@henrybros.com 

www.henrybros.com

Lamp Incorporated

Ian Lamp   

460 N Grove Ave  

Elgin, IL 60120

847-741-7220 PH 

ilamp@lampinc.net

www.lampinc.net 

V3 Companies

Greg Wolterstorff  

7325 Janes Ave  

Woodridge, IL 60517

630-729-6334 PH

gwolterstorff@v3co.com  

www.v3co.com 

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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EXERCISE 

EQUIPMENT

Matrix Fitness

Kevin Kingston   

1600 Landmark Drive  

Cottage Grove, WI 53527

773-919-7370 PH

kevin.kingston@

matrixfitness.com 

www.matrixfitness.com 

FINANCE 

Mesirow Financial, Inc.

Todd Krzyskowski   

353 N Clark St  

Chicago, IL 60654

312-595-7842 PH

tkrzyskowski@mesirow

nancial.com 

www.mesirownancial.com 

Speer Financial, Inc.

Aaron Gold   

1 N LaSalle St, Suite 4100  

Chicago, IL 60602

312-780-2280 PH

agold@speernancial.com 

www.speernancial.com 

INSURANCE

Illinois Parks Association 
Risk Services (IPARKS) 

Ryan Pnakovich  

315 S Kalamazoo Mall  

Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4806

800-692-9522 PH 

www.iparks.org 

Park District Risk 
Management Agency 
(PDRMA)

Brett Davis   

2033 Burlington Ave  

Lisle, IL 60532-1646

630-769-0332 PH

bdavis@pdrma.org 

www.pdrma.org 

ComEd Energy Efciency 
Program

Chris McCabe   

2011 Swift Drive  

Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580

630-480-8132 PH

cmccabe@nexant.com

www.ComEd.com/

PublicSector

Nicor Gas Energy Efciency 
Program

Tara Brown   

1844 Ferry Rd  

Naperville, IL 60563

630-388-3844 PH

tarbrown@southernco.com 

www.southernco.com

Seven Utility Management 
Consultants

Dale Snyder   

7704 Oakridge Rd  

North Little Rock, AR 72116

501-835-3142 PH

dsnyder@sevenutility.com 

www.sevenutility.com 

Trajectory Energy 

Partners, LLC

Hal Sprague  

PO Box 310  

Highland Park, IL 60035 

847-204-4170 PH

hal@trajectoryenergy.com

www.trajectoryenergy.com

TRANE

Aaron Raftery   

7100 S Madison  

Willowbrook, IL 60527

630-203-7007 PH

Aaron.Raftery@

tranetechnologies.com 

www.trane.com  

 

JSD Professional

Lori Vierow   

1400 East Touhy Avenue, 
Suite 215  

Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339

312-644-3379 PH 

lori.vierow@jsdinc.com

www.jsdinc.com 

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Balanced Environments, Inc.

Norm Kleber  

17950 W. IL Rte 173  

Old Mill Creek, IL 60083 

847-693-9348 PH

nkleber@balanced

environmentsinc.com 

www.balanced

environmentsinc.com

McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn & 
Tree Care

Brian McGinty  

3744 E Cuba Rd  

Long Grove, IL 60047 

847-438-5161 PH

brian@mcgintybros.com 

www.mcgintybros.com  

LIGHTING

Musco Sports Lighting

David Miller 

david.miller@musco.com  

100 1st Ave W  

Oskaloosa, IA 52577 

www.musco.com 

877-388-7652 PH

INVESTMENTS

PFM Asset Management

Michelle Binns   

190 S La Salle, Suite 2000  

Chicago, IL 60603-3542

312-523-2428 PH

binnsm@pfm.com 

www.pfm.com 

PMA Financial 

Network, LLC

Courtney Soesbe   

2135 City Gate Ln, 7th Fl  

Naperville, IL 60563

630-657-6421 PH

csoesbe@pmanetwork.com 

www.pmanetwork.com 

LAND PRESERVATION 

Openlands

Gerald Adelmann  

25 E Washington St

Suite 1650  

Chicago, IL 60602

312-863-6250 PH

jdigiovanna@openlands.org 

www.openlands.org 

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

Hitchcock Design Group

Bill Inman   

22 E Chicago Ave

Suite 200A  

Naperville, IL 60611-2009

630-961-1787 PH

binman@hitchcockdesign

group.com 

www.hitchcockdesign

group.com 

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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PARKS & 

PLAYGROUNDS

Cunningham Recreation

Michele Breakfield   

2020 Calamos Court

Ste 200  

Naperville, IL 60563

800-438-2780 PH

michele@

cunninghamrec.com 

www.cunninghamrec.com

Imagine Nation LLC

Michele Kuhlman   

1827 Stratford Ave.  

Westchester, IL 60154-4249

773-330-0983 PH

michele@imagineparks.com 

www.imagineparks.com 

Kompan 

Ken Dobyns 

2 Squantz View Dr  

New Fairfield, CT 6812

646-596-1052 PH

kendob@kompan.com  

www.kompan.com

NuToys Leisure Products

Sheilah Wasielewski 

915 Hillgrove  

LaGrange, IL 60525

708-579-9055 PH

sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com  

www.nutoys4fun.com 

SAFETY PROGRAMS

Illinois Public Risk Fund

Robert Buhs  

7851 W 185th St, Suite 101  

Tinley Park, IL 60477-6296

708-429-6300 PH

rbuhs@iprf.com  

www.iprf.com 

SHELTERS

Norwalk Concrete Industries

Scott Kinnamon   

80 Commerce Dr  

Norwalk , OH 44857

800-733-3624 PH

skinn@nciprecast.com 

www.nciprecast.com 

SITE FURNISHINGS

Flood's Royal Flush Inc.

Mimi Lomeli   

PO Box 303  

Wasco, IL 60183-0303 

888-358-7404 PH

customer.care@

floodsroyalflush.com

www.floodsroyalflush.com 

Midwest Mechanical

Abigail Hengesbach   

801 Parkview Blvd  

Lombard, IL 60148

224-500-9086 PH

abbey.hengesbach@

midwestmech.com 

www.midwestmech.com

SURFACING 
MATERIALS

ForeverLawn Chicago

Justin Lettenberger 

3438 Colony Bay Dr  

Rockford, IL 61109-2560

779-368-0251 PH

justin@

chicago.foreverlawn.com 

www.foreverlawn

chicago.com 

TECHNOLOGY

CivicPlus

Rebecca Barton   

302 S. 4th Street, Suite 500 

Manhattan, KS 66502

888-228-2233 PH

rebecca.barton@

civicplus.com 

www.civicrec.com

Links Technology 

Solutions, Inc.

James Burke   

440 E State Parkway

Suite 220  

Schaumburg, IL 60173 

847-252-7285 PH 

jburke@linkstechnology.com

www.linkstechnology.com 

Smart Field Forms

Lee Forkenbrock   

3550 Hobson Rd

Suite 403  

Woodridge, IL 60517

312-588-7200 PH

lee@smartfieldforms.com 

www.smartfieldforms.com 

 

TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS

Call One

Camryn Filetti  

225 W Wacker Dr, 8th Fl  

Chicago, IL 60606-1260

312-496-6693 PH

cfiletti@callone.com  

www.callone.com 

TRANSPORTATION

Best Bus Sales

Rob Zimmerman   

1216 Rand Rd  

Des Plaines, IL 60016-3403

847-297-3177 PH

karen@bestbussales.com 

www.bestbussales.com 

Monroe Truck Equipment

Rosie Katzenberger  

1051 W 7th St  

Monroe, WI 53566

608-329-8112 PH

rkatzenberger@

monroetruck.com  

www.monroetruck.com 

VIDEOGRAPHY

Jaffe, Inc.

Greg Bizzaro   

1701 Quincy Ave., Suite 2  

Naperville, IL 60540-6689

630-730-3777 PH

greg@jaffeinc.com 

www.jaffeinc.com 

WATER RECREATION

Commercial Recreation 
Specialists

Ron Romans   

807 Liberty Dr,  Suite 101  

Verona, WI 53593-9160

877-896-8442 PH

info@crs4rec.com

www.crs4rec.com 

WEB DEVELOPMENT

McDaniels Marketing

Randall McDaniels   

11 Olt Ave.  

Pekin, IL 61554

309-346-4230 PH

rmcdaniels@

mcdmarketing.com 

www.hmcdanielsmarketing.com 

Please contact Alan Howard 

at ahoward@ilparks.org for updates 

or changes to your corporate 

member listing.

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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IPRA

AQUATICS

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC
Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI
78 Lyndale Drive
Rochester, NY 14624
tim@aquaticcouncil.com
585-415-6926 PH
aquaticcouncil.com

BURBACH AQUATICS
Roger Schamberger
5974 Highway 80 S.
Platteville, WI 53818
baae@centurytel.net
608-348-3262 PH
burbachaquatics.com

JEFF ELLIS AND 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak
PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@jellis.com
407-401-7120 PH
jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA 
Michael Butkovich
148 Eisenhower Lane N.
Lombard, IL 60148
justintimepool@yahoo.com
312-622-2223 PH

LINCOLN AQUATICS
Charlie Luecker
2051 Commerce Ave
Concord, CA 94520-4950
cs@lincolnaqutics.com
800-223-5450 PH
lincolnaquatics.com

SPEAR CORPORATION
Brian Spear
12966 N County Road 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172-9538
bspear@spearcorp.com
765-522-1126 PH
spearcorp.com

VORTEX AQUATIC 
STRUCTURES 
INTERNATIONAL
Scott Stefanc  
11024 Bailey Road, Suite C
Cornelius, NC, 28031
sstefanc@vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION
Steve Kulovits
1905 Sequoia Dr.
Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes
103 S. Church St.
Addison, IL 60101
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

H2I GROUP INC
Gavin Wilk
445 Eisenhower Lane North
Lombard, IL 60148
gwilk@h2igroup.com
h2igroup.com

INTEGRAL CONSTRUCTION 
INC.
Christopher Osinski
320 Rocbaar Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
cosinski@buildintegral.com
844-317-7403 PH

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

BACKGROUND 
SCREENING

INTELLIGENTS ETV
Darryl Bulliner
2555 Lincoln Hwy, Ste 203
Olympia Fields, IL 60461-1939
dbulliner@intelligentsetv.com
intelligentsetv.com

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

FEATHERSTONE, INC.
Mike Carpenter, LEED AP
4610 Roslyn Rd.
Downers Grove, IL 60515-5809
mikec@featherstoneinc.com
847-271-6021 PH
featherstoneinc.com

PURCHASING

SOURCEWELL
Jon Henke 
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
Jon.henke@sourcewell-mn.gov 
218-541-5102 PH
sourcewell-mn.gov

TIPS
Jon Henke 
4845 US Highway 271 N
Pittsburg, TX 75686-4303
chandie.randle@tips-usa.com
903-575-2608 PH
tips-usa.com

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

COMED
Amy Populorum 
2011 Swift Dr
Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
630-891-7430 PH
comed.com

MIDWEST MECHANICAL
Jaylen Thompson
801 Parkview Boulevard
Lombard, IL 60148
jaylen.thompson@
midwestmech.com
630-280-6262 PH
midwestmech.com

ENTERTAINMENT & 
EVENT SERVICES

BASS/SCHULER 
ENTERTAINMENT
Mia Bass
4055 W Peterson Ave, Ste 206
Chicago, IL 60646-6183
info@bass-schuler.com
(773) 481-2600  PH
bass-schuler.com

BRIAN WISMER 
ENTERTAINMENT
Mia Bass
3480 Bayberry Dr
Northbrook, IL 60062-2217
brian@funwizz.com
847-414-9395  PH
funwizz.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
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FLOODS ROYAL FLUSH
Coleen Geary
PO Box 303
Wasco, IL 60183-0303
Coleen.Geary@FloodsRoyalFlush.com
888-358-7404 PH
floodsroyalflush.com

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS
Jonathan Gesse
PO Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
jon@melrosepyro.com
219-393-5522 PH
melrosepyro.com

THE FORGE ADVENTURE 
PARKS
Jeremie Bacon
340 River St.
Lemont, IL 60439-7227
info@theforgeparks.com
630-326-3301  PH
theforgeparks.com

FINANCE

5/3 Fifth Third Bank
Sean Patrick Durkin
1151 State St. 
Lemont, IL 60439-4200 
Sean.Durkin@53.com 
630-297-5987 PH
53.com

LAUTERBACH & 
AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold
One North LaSalle
Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

STIFEL
Tom Reedy
70 West Madison St. 
Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602
reedyt@stifel.com
312-423-8245 PH
stifel.com



IPRA

WINTRUST FINANCIAL 
CORPORATION
Aimee Briles
9700 W. Higgins Road

th4  Floor
Rosemont, IL 60018
abriles@wintrust.com
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

NATIONAL FITNESS 
CAMPAIGN
Trent Matthias  
415 Jackson St.
San Francisco, CA 94111
trent@nfchq.com
415-702-4919 ext. 101 PH
nationalfitnesscampaign.com

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

CENTRAL LIFE SCIENCES 
John Neberz
1501 E. Woodfield Road
Suite 200W
Schaumburg, IL 60173 
jneberz@central.com
847-330-5385 PH
centralmosquitocontrol.com

CONFLUENCE
Craig Soncrant
307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

GLI, INC.
George Petecki
1410 Mills Rd.
Joliet, IL 60433
bridget@
georgeslandscaping.com
815-774-0350 PH
georgeslandscaping.com

GREEN-UP
Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@green-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT 
COMPANY
Mandy McCauley
1375 E Woodfield Rd., Ste 204
Schaumburg, IL 60173-5424
mandy.mccauley@davey.com
630-422-1870 PH
davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER
Jim Seckelmann
21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Nick Mauer
100 1st Ave W
Oskaloosa, IA 52577-3244
nick.mauer@musco.com
800-825-6030 PH
musco.com

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS

A5
John Harris
1 North La Salle Street
47th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@a5inc.com
312-706-2525 PH
a5inc.com

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1137 E. Woodrow Ave
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@
excelaerialimagesllc.com
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

IZONE IMAGING
Brad Huckabay
2526 Charter Oak Dr
Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com 
888-464-9663 PH x111
izoneimaging.com

NATIVE AREAS 
MANAGEMENT

BEDROCK EARTHSCAPES, LLC
William Bedrossian
1501 E Harrison Ave
Wheaton, IL 60187-4424
Bill@bedrockearthscapes.com
630-461-1159 PH
bedrockearthscapes.com
 

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

AMERICANA OUTDOORS
Kevin Cook
2 Industrial Drive
Salem, IL 62881
kevin@americana.com
800-851-0865 PH
americana.com

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2020 Calamos Court, Suite 200
Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

DISCOUNT PLAYGROUND 
SUPPLY, INC
Carol Clark 
PO Box 278
Simpsonville, SC 29681-0278
carol@discountplayground
supply.com
216-503-2084 
discountplaygroundsupply.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard
175 N. Industrial Blvd NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla
3602 - 37th Ave., #4
Moline, IL 61265
ppuebla@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH
playandpark.com

PLAY ILLINOIS
Michael Maloney        
310 N Grant St.
Westmont, IL 60559-1505
mike@playil.com
630-514-5405 PH
playil.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
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PLANNING & DESIGN

DEUCHLER ENGINEERING 
CORPORATION
Pat Kelsey
230 Woodlawn Ave
Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@deuchler.com
630-423-0482 PH
deuchler.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano
132 N York St
Elmhurst, IL 60126-3079
datilano@dewberry.com
847-841-0571 PH
dewberry.com

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD. 
Lou Noto
2 Pierce Pl., Ste 1300
Itasca, IL 60143-3155
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
847-742-4063 PH
dla-ltd.com

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski

nd1211 W. 22  Street
Suite 705
Oakbrook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON 
ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake
625 Forest Edge Drive
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson Ave
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesign
group.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

INSPEC, INC
Dave Foler
8618 W. Catalpa
Suite 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
dfoler@inspec.com
773-892-2771 PH
inspec.com



IPRA

JSD PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow
1400 E Touhy Ave
Ste 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
630-362-6681 PH
jsdinc.com

MANHARD CONSULTING
Matt Nelson, PLA, ASLA, 
LEED AP
One Overlook Point, Suite 290
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
mnelson@manhard.com
630-925-1047 PH
www.Manhard.com

PLANNING RESOURCES INC.
Darrell Garrison
913 Parkview Blvd
Lombard, IL 60148-3267
dgarrison@planres.com
630-668-3788 PH
planres.com

SMITHGROUP 
Brett Weidl
35 E. Wacker Drive
Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60601
brett.weidl@smithgroup.com
312-641-0770 PH
www.smithgroup.com

STUDIO PARK AVE
Benjamin Kutscheid
685 Park Ave W
Highland Park, IL 60035-2425
ben@StudioParkAve.com
847-217-5076 PH
studioparkave.com

THE LARSON EQUIPMENT 
AND FURNITURE COMPANY
Dave Dillon
1000 E. State Parkway, Unit F
Schaumburg, IL 60173
ddillon@larsoncompany.com
847-705-0460 PH
larsoncompany.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Karen T. Lellios
500 Park Blvd.
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
ktlellios@williams-
architects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

WT GROUP
Jaclyn Triphahn
2675 Pratum Avenue
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
Jaclyn.Triphahn@
wtengineering.com
224-293-6333 PH
wtengineering.com

PLAQUES/STATUES

BRONZE MEMORIAL CO.
Rick Gurrieri
1842 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
rgurrieri@aol.com
773-276-7972 x13 PH
bronzememco.com

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND 
BUSH DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush
140 S. Dearborn Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN
Dannielle Wilson
100 Middle St
4th Floor East Tower
Portland, ME 04101
DWilson@BerryDunn.com
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com

GREG PETRY CONSULTING
Greg Petry, CPRE
474 Glendenning Place
Waukegan, IL 60087
greg@gregpetryconsulting.com
847-287-4721 PH

HR SOURCE
Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway
Suite 225
Downers Grove, IL 60515
cschneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600 x232 PH

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert Buhs     
7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
rbuhs@iprf.com
708-429-6300 PH
iprf.com

PDRMA
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

TRANE
Aaron Raftery
7100 S. Madison St.
Willowbrook, IL 60527
aaron.raftery@irco.com
630-203-7007 PH
irco.com

RECREATION

CHICAGO DISTRICT TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION
Jill Siegel
2027 W Division St #171
Chicago, IL 60622
info@chicagodistricttennis.com
847-803-2382 PH

HEARTLINE FITNESS - 
MIDWEST
Rudy Pottorff
16704 Advantage Ave
Crest Hill, IL 60403-1619
rudy.pottorff@
heartlinefitness.com
847-962-2656  PH
heartlinefitness.com

SIGNAGE 

TERRABILT INC.
Donald Meeker
619 Center AVE
PO Box 767
Mamaroneck, NY 10543-0767
don@terrabilt.com
914-341-1500 PH
terrabilt.wolfenwicked.com
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SUPPLIES

FEDERAL SUPPLY USA
Chad Read
1171 S Northpoint Blvd.
Waukegan, IL 60085-8216
cread@federalsupply.com
847-623-1310  PH
federalsupply.com

TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS
 
CHICAGO COMMUNICATIONS
Randy Swets
200 W Spangler Ave
Elmhurst, IL 60126-1524
rswets@chicomm.com
630-918-0019  PH
chicomm.com

COMMUNITYPASS
Tim Bracken
141 Dayton St, Ste 204
Ridgewood, NJ 07450-4430
tbracken@capturepoint.com
201-689-2323 ext: 202  PH
communitypass.net

MUNICODE
Jordan Rochester
1700 Capital Cir SW
Tallahassee, FL 32310-9250
jrochester@municode.com
850-692-7096  PH
municode.com

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy
2720 S River Rd., Ste 152
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917  PH
ramcomminc.com

SMARTREC BY AMILIA
Renaud Beaulieu-Labbé
1751 Richardson Street, Suite 
3.102
Montreal, QC H3K1G6, 
CANADA
sales@amilia.com
514-343-0004 PH
smartrec.amilia.com

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
Katie Caton
5101 Tennyson Pkwy
Plano, TX 75024-3525
katie.caton@tylertech.com
207-518-4745  PH
tylertech.com
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  AQUATICS 
 
Aqua Pure Enterprises, Inc. 
Thomas Todner 
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A 
Romeoville, IL 60446 
630-771-1310 PH 
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-IL.com 
 
Aquatics Council, LLC 
Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI 
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A 
Romeoville, IL 60446 
630-771-1310 PH 
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-IL.com 
 
Halogen Supply Company, Inc. 
Rich Hellgeth 
4653 W. Lawrence Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630-2532 
773-286-6300 PH 
773-286-1024 FX 
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
www.halogensupply.com 
 
Spear Corporation 
Sam Blake 
12966 North 50 West 
Roachdale, IN 46172 
765-577-3100 PH 
sblake@spearcorp.com 
www.spearcorp.com 
 

  ARCHITECTS / ENGINEERS

Charles Vincent George Architects 
Bruce George
1245 E. Diehl Road,
Suite 101
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
630-357-2662 FX
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
www.cvgarchitects.com

4

Call 847-741-7220 or visit www.lampinc.net
Construction Management - General Construction - Design/Build

Building FUN 
since 1933.

Since the early 1950’s, Lamp has 
constructed pools and aquatic 
facilities to meet the needs of their 
clients.  Our oldest pool is still in use 
today!

mailto:tom@aquapure-il.com
http://www.aquapure-IL.com
mailto:tom@aquapure-il.com
http://www.aquapure-IL.com
mailto:rhellgeth@halogensupply.com
http://www.halogensupply.com
mailto:sblake@spearcorp.com
http://www.spearcorp.com
mailto:bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
http://www.cvgarchitects.com
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  ARCHITECTS / ENGINEERS

Dewberry Architects Inc.
Daniel Atilano
25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com
www.dewberry.com
 
DLA Architects, Ltd.
Lou Noto
Two Pierce Place, Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com
 
Eriksson Engineering Associates
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com

Farnsworth Group, Inc.
Bruce Brown
100 Walnut Street, Suite 200
Peoria, IL 61602
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
bbrown@f-w.com
www.f-w.com
FGM Architects
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St. 
Suite 705
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

Gewalt-Hamilton Assoc., Inc.
Tom Rychlik
625 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
trychlik@gha-engineers.com
www.gha-engineers.com

HR Green
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com
www.hrgreen.com

MSA Professional Services, Inc.
Alyssa Scheuneman
201 W. Springfield Ave., Ste 400
Champaign, IL 61820
217-531-4964 PH
ascheuneman@msa-ps.com 
www.msa-ps.com

Rocco Castellano Design Studio 
Rocco Castellano
30 N Vincennes Circle
Racine, WI 53402
312-925-0907 PH
rocco.castellano@castellano.design

mailto:datilano@dewberry.com
http://www.dewberry.com
mailto:l.noto@dla-ltd.com
http://www.dla-ltd.com
mailto:mrenner@eea-ltd.com
http://www.eea-ltd.com
mailto:bbrown@f-w.com
http://www.f-w.com
mailto:johnd@fgmarchitects.com
http://www.fgmarchitects.com
mailto:trychlik@gha-engineers.com
http://www.gha-engineers.com
mailto:dreitz@hrgreen.com
http://www.hrgreen.com
mailto:ascheuneman@msa-ps.com
http://www.msa-ps.com
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Sheehan Nagle Hartray Architects
Eric Penney
130 E Randolph, Suite 3100
Chicago, IL 60601
312-633-2900 PH
eric@snh-a.com
www.snh-a.com

Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.
Jim Maland
2335 Hwy 36 West
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX
jim.maland@stantec.com
www.stantec.com

Studio 222 Architects
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St.,
Suite 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
studio222architects.com 
 
Wight & Company 
Robert Ijams 
2500 N. Frontage Rd
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6644 PH
630-969-7979 FX
rijams@wightco.com 
wightco.com 
 
Williams Architects 
Karen Lellios 
500 Park Blvd. Ste 800 
Itasca, IL 60143 
630-221-1212 PH 
630-221-1220 FX 
waa@williams-architects.com 
williams-architects.com

 
 

 
 
 

WT Group 
Troy Triphahn 
2675 Pratum Avenue 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192 
224-293-6333 PH 
224-293-6444 FX 
troy.triphahn@wtengineering.com 
wtengineering.com 

mailto:eric@snh-a.com
http://www.snh-a.com
mailto:jim.maland@stantec.com
http://www.stantec.com
mailto:tschmitt@studio222architects.com
mailto:rijams@wightco.com
mailto:waa@williams-architects.com
mailto:troy.triphahn@wtengineering.com
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  CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
 
Byrne and Jones Construction 
Britton Taulbee 
13940 St. Charles Rock Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63044
314-567-7997
britt@byrneandjones.com
www.byrneandjones.com 
 
Corporate Construction Services 
Michael Rink 
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstructionservices.com
www.corporateconstructionservices.com 
 

 Frederick Quinn Corporation 
Jack Hayes 
103 South Church St.
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
www.fquinncorp.com 
 
Henry Bros. Co. 
Marc Deneau 
9821 S. 78th Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
mdeneau@henrybros.com
www.henrybros.com
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Distributed by:

world leader in 
forward-thinking

AQUATIC 
PLAY 
SOLUTIONS Ser iously 

Pl ayful

mailto:britt@byrneandjones.com
http://www.byrneandjones.com
mailto:ccs@corporateconstructionservices.com
http://www.corporateconstructionservices.com
mailto:jhayes@fquinncorp.com
http://www.fquinncorp.com
mailto:mdeneau@henrybros.com
http://www.henrybros.com
http://www.waterplay.comDistributed
http://www.waterplay.comDistributed


 
Lamp Incorporated 
Ian Lamp 
460 N. Grove Ave.
Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-7220 PH
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net 

Team REIL Inc. 
Tom Greeny 
17421 Marengo Road 
Union, IL 60180 
815-923-4321 PH 
888-GET-REIL TOLL-FREE 
tom@getreil.com 
www.getreil.com

 

  FULL-SERVICE AQUATICS 
  PROVIDERS 
 
Aqua Pure Enterprises 
Thomas Todner 
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A 
Romeoville, IL 60446 
630-771-1310 PH 
630-771-1301 FX 
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-il.com
 
 
 
 

 
 
Counsilman-Hunsaker 
Scott Hester, President 
10733 Sunset Office Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63127 
314-894-1245 
aquaticsforlife@chh2o.com 
counsilmanhunsaker.com\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For nearly four decades, Kidstuff Playstems has 
helped communites create fun environments 
for families. Kidstuff continues to introduce new 
products while maintaining a high standard of 
manufacturing and product safety.

• Playground Equipment
   • Health Trek Outdoor Fitness
      • Themed Play Systems
         • Bike Racks & Benches
            • Shade Structures 
               • Replacement Parts

EXPLORE  
OUR UNIQUE 
PRODUCT LINES!

kidstuffplaysystems.com  
(800) 255-0153

Play Equipment Certified to ASTM F1487

Are you passionate about 
helping create fun and 
functional outdoor spaces?
COME GROW WITH US! Kidstuff 
Playsystems is looking for our new Illinois 
sales manager. Contact Dick Hagelberg at 
rhagelberg@kidstuffplaysystems.com to 
learn more about this rewarding position.
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mailto:ilamp@lampinc.net
http://www.lampinc.net
mailto:tom@getreil.com
http://www.getreil.com
mailto:tom@aquapure-il.com
http://www.aquapure-il.com
mailto:aquaticsforlife@chh2o.com
mailto:rhagelberg@kidstuffplaysystems.com


Aquatics
Experience
Service
Reliable
Design
Integrity
Construction
Excellence
Swimming Pools
Quality
Spraygrounds
Your Water. Our World.
Since 1984
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  INSURANCE  
 
Illinois Public Risk Fund (IPRF) 
Robert Buhs 
7851 W. 185th St. #101 
Tinley Park, IL 60477 
708-429-6300 PH 
800-289-IPRF TOLL FREE 
708-429-6488 FX 
rbuhs@iprf.com 
IPRF.com 
 

  SPLASHPAD / POOL 
 
Cunningham Recreation 
Renee Beard 
2135 City Gate Ln. 
Suite 300 
Naperville, IL 60563 
800-942-1062 PH 
630-554-3750 FX 
renee@cunninghamrec.com 
cunninghamrec.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NuToys Leisure Products 
Sheilah Wasielewski 
Box 2121 
La Grange, IL 60525 
800-526-6197 PH 
708-579-0109 FX 
sheilah2@nutoys4fun.com 
nutoys4fun.com

MULCHCENTER.COM
847-459-7200

MULCH • SOIL • COMPOST • AGGREGATES

Pickup or delivery available.

Chicagoland’s 
largest supplier 

of certified 
playground 

mulch

Buy direct from 
the manufacturer

mailto:rbuhs@iprf.com
mailto:renee@cunninghamrec.com
mailto:sheilah2@nutoys4fun.com
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HIGH-EFFICIENCY LED LIGHTING  
Through cash incentives from the Ameren Illinois Energy 

Efficiency Program, the Champaign Park District is 
saving over $32,000 annually in energy costs and have 

significantly improved the quality of their facility’s lighting 
after replacing outdated fixtures with energy-efficient 

lighting upgrades.

BENEFITS OF LIGHTING UPGRADES: 
» Improved staff and patron satisfaction 

» Reduced maintenance and disposal costs
» Reduced impact on the environment 

» Better quality of light 

Visit AmerenIllinoisSavings.com 
or call 1.866.800.0747 

AMEREN ILLINOIS 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM

YOUR ONE SOURCE

• Gaga Ball Pits

• Replacement parts

• Playground borders 

• Site furnishings

• Sports items

• Dog park products

Everything for Parks 
& Playgrounds  

Replacement Parts • Supplies • Furnishings

Online ordering: www.discountplaygroundsupply.com

Fast Patch 
Repair Kits
• Cut away damage 

& clean
• Mix rubber & binder
• Apply glue to edges
• Trowel & let dry

AVAILLABLE 

IN MULTIPLE 

COLORS!

Call 888-760-2499

http://www.discountplaygroundsupply.com
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